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Amendment in FCRA Rules
Topic

Amendment in FCRA Rules

Relevance in UPSCCSE

GS-II Paper-III Government policies and
interventions for
development in various
sectors and issues arising out
of their design and
implementation.

Keywords

FCRA, NGOs, Foreign
Remittance, Foreign
Funding, MHA

Context
To keep a keen eye on the foreign funding
towards non-government organisations/groups
and for better regulation of the funding system,
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), in 2020, notified
new rules under the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010 rules of which were
notified as FCRA Rules 2011.
NGOs and their Significance
● Non-Governmental Organisations or
NGOs are not-for-profit organisations that
operate independently mostly through
donations in order to serve a particular
social purpose or give support to a social
or political cause.
● Statistics: India is one of the most
populous countries in the world with
about 1.3 Billion population. Out of these
1.3 billion, according to Asian
Development Bank, more than 22%
people live below poverty line and many
more live under similar circumstances.
NGOs are a ray of light for these people.
● Role of NGOs: In India, NGOs play a major
role in uplifting the economically weaker
section through numerous activities like
donations, awareness, Sanitation drives,
education campaigns etc. thereby
ensuring their all-round development.
● Malpractices: Although NGOs were
created for development of people,
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several cases emerged where they were
being used as a channel for money
laundering. Therefore, a law called FCRA
was passed to scrutinise them.
● Registration Rules: Every NGO has to
register itself with Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of India and it is
mandatory for them, every year, to submit
o An annual report with all the
activities performed under the
NGO
o An Income-Expenditure Statement
for that financial year.
o A Receipt and Payment Account for
that financial year.
o Balance Sheet for that financial
year.
o In case of no foreign funding, a NIL
report must be furnished.
● In case of noncompliance of FCRA rules,
the NGO can be banned or penalised
according to the veracity of the violation.
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010
The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act
was originally enacted by the Indian
Government on March 31st, 1976.
● Aim: The law was enacted with an aim to
maintain scrutiny over the voluntary
organisations and political organisations
who received foreign donations. This law
focused on regulating the utilisation of the
funding from foreign channels to keep
them in line with the basic structure of the
Indian Constitution.
●

Although the law deals with economic
activities, it is kept under the ambit of
Home Ministry as it influences the
National Security.
● As per the FCRA, members of legislatures,
political parties, government officials,
judges and media persons are prohibited
from receiving any foreign contribution
● FCRA is applicable to all associations,
groups and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) who intend to
receive foreign donations.
●
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Past Amendments:
o In 1984, the Government realised
that there must be a record of
registered NGOs in India so that
shady business could be
monitored well. As a result, this
law was amended and it was made
mandatory for all the NGOs to get
themselves registered with Home
Ministry of the Government of
India.
o In 2010, the whole FCRA was
repealed for being too lenient and
a whole new revamped and
stricter law was passed with the
same name.
o Under the new additions to the
legislation, one was that the Home
Ministry now had the power to
cancel the registration of an NGO
if it thinks that the Organisation is
not neutral.
o The NGOs were also mandated to
open an exclusive bank account to
review foreign Contributions.
According to the law, the
organisation could only receive the
contributions in that particular
account and nowhere else.
o Banks were also obligated to
details of foreign remittances and
other details of the source to the
concerned authorities.
o The NGOs must have the
permission of the Government
before they start receiving foreign
funding.
o The Government can refuse to
give permission for securing
foreign payments if it thinks that
the donations to NGO can
adversely affect public interest or
the economy of India.

Amendments in 2020
•

Relaxation for non-political Groups &
Individuals
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The norms for farmers, students, religious
or other groups who aren’t directly
associated to any political party to receive
foreign funds have been relaxed. The
norms for other groups not involved in
active politics are also relaxed in new
rules.
•

Registration Process now more stringent
o Any organisation that wants to
receive foreign funding and get
registered under FCRA Rules must
be existent for three years and
should have spent a minimum of
15 Lakhs during three financial
years towards fulfilling its
objectives for betterment of
society.
o However, Central Government has
been conferred with the power to
waive off these conditions in
exceptional cases or in cases
where the person is controlled by
Central/State Government.
o Also, heads of NGOs seeking
registration under FCRA rules will
now have to submit a specific
commitment letter from the donor
indicating the amount of foreign
contribution and the purpose for
which it was given.

•

Change in definition of ‘Political Groups’
o Earlier, the Clause V of the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act
defined a political group as
organisations of farmers, workers,
students, youths based on caste,
community, religion, language or
otherwise, which is not directly
aligned to any political party, but
whose objectives as stated in the
memorandum of association, or
activities gathered through other
7827025162
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material evidence, include steps
towards advancement of political
interests of such groups.
o Also, Clause VI qualified a group as
political if the organisation by
whatever name habitually engages
itself in or employs common
methods of political action like
rasta roko, jail bharo, pinjra tod,
bandh or hartal in support of
public causes.
o In latest Amendment, a new
clause has been added which
implies that groups mentioned in
Clause V and Clause VI will only be
considered as political groups by
the Central Government if they
participate in ‘Active Politics or
Party Politics’.

Causes of Criminalisation of Politics
•

Unholy Nexus between Bureaucracy and
politicians
In the past, when India became independent,
the bureaucracy used to function
independently with a very little intervention
by the government but after the 70’s the
situation changed. The Bureaucrats, in order
to get the best postings allied with the
politicians. In return, politicians could get the
work of their personal interest done. This is
how this nexus started and it’s getting bigger
and bigger with time.

•

Political Influence in Administration
The unethical practices in the administration
aren’t new to India. The administrators can
easily bend the rules in their favour in order
to get their own work done through political
influence. There have been cases in the past
where even the subordinates have used their
political strength to escape consequences of
their wrongdoings.

•

Caste & Religion Factor
India may have globalised itself and developed
at a fast pace but caste and religion based
discrimination is still the biggest social evil in
the society. It has been observed that leaders
of one caste/religion always target the other
side. The politicians too have been seen
favouring the people belonging to same
caste/religion. The ‘Caste-Based’ Politics is
still prevalent in India as seen in recent polls.
This causes criminalization of Indian politics.
Party Government System
The Party Government system sure has its
pros but nothing comes without cons. Here,
the political parties, regardless of the fact
whether they’re in power or not, have a
tendency to cover-up the wrongdoings done
by their natives. Other than that, the political
parties always tend to fulfil promises which
are listed in their own manifesto and they’re
so determined to fulfil them that they forget
about the rationality and feasibility to fulfil
these promises and they often resort to
impractical and wrong ways.

Criminalization of Politics
Topic

Criminalization of Politics

Relevance in
UPSC-CSE

General Studies II- Paper III: Indian
Polity

Keywords

ADR, Special Courts, Money
Laundering, Judicial Delay, NOTA,
Right to Recall, amicus curiae
•

Introduction
India is a democracy of diverse population and in a
democracy, the people elect their leaders who then
govern them. For this process to be ideal, it is
necessary that the people who come out as the
leaders are of high morality and character. Indian
Democracy is heading the wrong way today as the
crime, corruption and unlawful practices have spread
like cancer in the system.
India may boast of being the largest democracy in the
world but to become the greatest democracy in the
world, India has a long road ahead.
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•

•

Social Structure of India
The lack of quality education, illiteracy and
social backwardness in India has resulted in an
unusual tendency in people. A large chunk of
population has a tendency to just accept their
fate and take corruption as a casual practice
rather than fighting against it. The
inconvenience that even the complainants
face is another reason that people prefer to
stay away from speaking up or taking action.
Laundering of Public money
Money Laundering can be defined as the
process by which criminals disguise the actual
ownership and control of proceeds of crime
by making the proceeds look like they’ve
come from legit means. Every successive
government spends billions of rupees in every
five year plans. This money, in many cases, has
been either misused or laundered by the
powerful. This exploitation of public money is
the biggest scam in the Indian political system
right now.
Judicial Incapacities and Delays
o Judicial Incapacities and Delays are one of
the pressing issues in today’s India. The
cases filed by common folk in the courts
go on for years and years whereas
influential people delay or fast track the
case progress according to their will.
o In September 2020, SC-appointed amicus
curiae (friend of the court), in his two
reports, highlighted that despite the best
efforts by the court to constitute special
courts for trying cases against legislators,
close to 4,442 criminal cases involving
2,556 sitting members of Parliament (MP)
and members of legislative assemblies
(MLAs) are pending.
o The prime reasons for these delays are the
stays granted by courts, insufficient special
courts to exclusively try cases against
legislators, acute shortage of prosecutors
and latches in prosecution etc.

Association for Democratic Reforms
•

ADR is a non-partisan, non-governmental
organisation which continuously works in the
field of elections and politics.

6

•

•

•

•

ADR aims at bringing transparency and
accountability in Indian Politics and suggest
reforms to reduce the influence of money and
muscle power in elections.
ADR is a significant agency that, over the time,
has become the single data point for
information and analysis of personal and
financial details of political parties and
individual politicians.
The key areas of ADR are
o Corruption and criminalization in
politics.
o Empowerment of electorate by
opening up the data and info related
to political parties and candidates.
o Making the political parties more
accountable and transparent.
According to the Association of Democratic
Reforms (ADR), nearly half of the newlyelected Lok Sabha members (2019) have
criminal charges against them, a 26% increase
as compared to 2014.

Reforms for decriminalization of Politics
•

Mandate to Declare Criminal History
In February 2020, the Supreme Court ordered
political parties to publish the entire criminal
history of their candidates for Assembly and
Lok Sabha elections along with the reasons
that goaded them to field suspected criminals
over decent people.

•

Constituting Special Courts
In 2017, the Supreme Court ordered setting up
of special courts across the country to fasttrack the long-pending trials of lawmakers. As
a result, 12 special courts were set up across
11 States exclusively to try sitting MPs and
MLAs. The special court in each State has
jurisdiction over the entire State while the two
in Delhi cover cases within the precincts of
Delhi or “partly Delhi”.

•

Disqualification in case of Conviction
(1) In Ramesh Dalal vs. Union of India 2005,
the Supreme Court held that a sitting
Member of Parliament (MP) or Member of
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State Legislature (MLA) shall also be
subject to disqualification from
contesting elections if he is convicted and
sentenced to not less than 2 years of
imprisonment by a court of law.
(2) In 1997, the Supreme Court directed the
High Courts to not suspend the conviction
of a person if he is convicted under The
Prevention of Corruption Act 1988.
(3) The Parliament introduced Section 33-B in
The Representation of People’s Act 1951
under which a person had to declare his
assets and liabilities only before the
presiding officer of the house within 90
days after having become member of the
house. However, Supreme Court struck
down Section 33-B as unconstitutional and
void on the ground that it violated the
Fundamental Rights of citizens to make
informed choice.
• NOTA
The Supreme Court directed that a voter
has the exercise dissent with the
nominated candidates and can thus
exercise negative voting by pressing NOTA
button on EVM. NOTA stands for ‘None of
the above’. In 2014, Election Commission,
following SC directions, introduced NOTA
in Rajya Sabha Elections.
• Right to Recall
This Law has been prevalent in many
states in India where if voters are
dissatisfied by the performance of their
elected representative, they can recall
their representative from the house. This
forces political parties to nominate new
candidates due to their fear of removal of
elected representative. This law prevails in
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Bihar,
Chhatisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra and
Himachal Pradesh. This law has, however,
failed to make their mark due to lack of
awareness.

Conclusion
It’s very important that a democracy forms the basic
structure of the society and hence efforts must be
made to make the society democratic in nature.
Electoral Reforms are the need of the hour as a large
chunk of unfair practices and criminal activities arise
out of political processes and rivalries. The instant
solution for this is that the patronage provided to the
criminals by politicians must be stopped. The criminalpolitician nexus must be broken and some strict
measures must be implemented as soon as possible
before it does irreparable damages to Republic of
India.

Good Governance
Topic

Good Governance

Relevance in
UPSC-CSE

General Studies II (PaperIII): Important aspects of
governance, transparency and
accountability, e-governanceapplications, models, successes,
limitations, and potential; citizens
charters, transparency &
accountability and institutional and
other measures.

Keywords

Good Governance, Accountabikity,
Transparency, Equitability, Civil
Society, Central Vigilance
Commission, RTI, Lokpal,
Lokayukta, E-Governance

Introduction to Governance
•

•
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To understand Good Governance, it’s very
important to know the concept of Governance
first. Governance is the process by which
some sectors of the society exercise power
and enact certain public policies and
decisions which directly affect human and
institutional interactions including social and
economic development.
Governance can be of many types but the
most important types of governance are
National Governance, Local Governance,
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•

•
•

Corporate Governance, International
Governance etc.
The various actors in governance can be
Government, NGOs, Associations,
cooperatives, religious leaders, finance
institutions, political parties, Military
Administration, Research Institutions, mafia
etc.
In governance, all actors except government
or military are called as ‘Civil Society’.
The Governance, in today’s world, includes
three main sectors namely Public Sector
(State Actors & Institutions), Private Sector
(Companies and Households) and Civil Society
(Non-Government Organisations) who work in
coordination during the process of
Governance.

level, are involved (Equitable), the
governance is said to be Good.
4. Responsiveness
It means that all the agents and
institutions serve the people in a timely
manner and they respond to their queries
swiftly.
5. Effective and Efficient
The Governance must be done to deliver
the necessities of the society by utilizing
the resources in the best possible way. If
the decisions meet the needs of society
and utilizes the resources in the best
ways, it’s efficient and effective.
6. Ethics Oriented
The decisions that are taken in Good
Governance are always taken while
keeping in mind that they are legal, ethical
and don’t affect the people other than the
stakeholders in a bad way.

Good Governance and its Characteristics
•

•

Good Governance in easy words can be
defined as a government participatory in
nature in which the actors who are
responsible take decisions are willing and
motivated to give their best keeping in mind
the purpose of their decision, its effects and
consequences on people and influence the
lives of people in a positive way.
The main characteristics of good governance
can be listed as under
1. Accountability
The agents of Governance must have a
sense of responsibility while governing
and must be answerable for their actions
that affect public interest.
2. Transparency
In a Good Governance, the people who
are influenced by decisions are open to
information regarding the decision-making
processes and their implementation.
3. Inclusiveness and Equitability
If governance is done by including all the
agents that are directly linked to the
decision making process (Inclusive) and
there is adequate representation of
agents from all the sectors, especially the
most vulnerable ones or the grassroots

8

Initiatives and Programs to ensure Good Governance
•

Vigilance Awareness Week
o This week is observed to spread
awareness and promote good governance
by Central Vigilance Commissioner every
year in the week in which Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel’s birthday falls (31st
October).
o Aim: The Vigilance week affirms India’s
commitment to promotion of integrity in
public life through citizen involvement and
it shows government’s resolve against
corrupt and unfair practices.
o Theme for Vigilance Week 2020: ‘Satark
Bharat, Samriddh Bharat’.

•

Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Act
1988
o This Act was passed to enhance
transparency and accountability of the
government towards the acts of
corruption.
o Under the Act, bribe was listed as a direct
offence and many definitions and
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o

•

penalties were modified by the
government.
This Act excluded key elements from the
ambit of criminal misconduct such as use
of illegal means, abuse of position,
obtaining personal reward by disregarding
public interest etc.

Central Vigilance Act 2003
o This Act provided for the grant of
statutory status for Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) thereby increasing its
power, reach and functions.
o CVC is a government body, which was
created through a resolution in the
Parliament in 1963, to address corrupt
practices within the government and
make the government better.
o It’s an autonomous body which has been
conferred with special powers to work
independently without any control from
the authorities.
o The Recommendation for CVC was given
by Committee on prevention of
corruption headed by K Santhanam.
o It’s headed by a Central Vigilance
Commissioner and two Vigilance
Commissioners appointed directly by the
President of India on recommendation of
PM, Minister of Home Affairs and the
leader of Opposition.
o The term of office of these commissioners
is 4 years from the date of joining.

•

Right to Information Act 2005
o This law was passed to make disclosure of
information, a legal right of public to
promote accountability and transparency.
o Several RTI Activists have used it to
unleash irregularities in government
functioning and figures.

•

Lokpal and Lokayukta Act 2013
It was passed after a nationwide protest
against prevalence of corrupt practices in
government. This Act appoints a Lokpal at
Centre and Lokayukta in states to

9

investigate complaints of corruption
against public servants.
•

Whistleblower Protection Act 2014
o Due to the lack of protection, there have
been several instances of violence against
activists and many of them have been
murdered.
o This act provides for special protection of
people who report the acts of corruption
or any irregularity in the functioning. The
activists are kept anonymous and are
protected from prosecution

•

Promotion of E-Governance
o The Government has been promoting egovernance to bring more accountability
and transparency in governance. Through
this, the physical interface between centre
and states can be minimised which
reduces scope for incidences of bribery.

•

Restriction on Cash Donations in Election
o The Government also has reduced the
limit on cash donation from 20000 to 2000
so that the inflow of black money towards
political parties is reduced
Other Legislations to promote Good
Governance can be listed as
o Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968
o Prevention of Money Laundering Act
2002.

•

Conclusion
Good Governance is the key to a prosperous nation
and the government must put its personal interests on
the side while being involved in the governance. There
are significant number of elements in the governing
bodies who, due to their vested interests, don’t allow
governance to be transparent and citizen centric.
These elements must be filtered out from the system
by using various tools like vigilance authorities,
legislations, policies, law enforcement etc. so that the
road to Sustainable Development Goals becomes
clearer.
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the rainfall due to these winds and the
onset of these winds is influenced by
Subtropical Jet Streams, Tropical
Easterlies and Inter tropical Convergence
Zone (ITCZ).

National Monsoon Mission
Topic

National Monsoon Mission (NMM)

General Studies-II Paper III:
Relevance
in UPSC-CSE Government policies and

interventions for development in
various sectors and issues arising
out of their design and
implementation.
General Studies –I Paper
II: Important Geophysical
phenomena such as earthquakes,
Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone
etc., geographical features and
their location-changes in critical
geographical features (including
water-bodies and ice-caps) and in
flora and fauna and the effects of
such changes.

Keywords

•

Monsoon, IMD, Intertropical Convergence Zone
(ITCZ), Division of
Agricultural Meteorology,
by Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology
(IITM), Coupled Forecast
Model, Prithvi HPCs.

About Monsoon
•

•

•

•

The word Monsoon has been derived
from Arabic Word ‘Mawsim’ which means
season.
Monsoon refers to seasonal change in the
direction of prevailing winds of the Indian
subcontinent region. These are seasonal
winds which start to blow in reverse
direction with change of season.
Although the exact cause of monsoon yet
to be found, the most relevant reason has
been the temperature difference between
the landmass and the Indian Ocean
adjacent to it.
Countries like India, Indonesia,
Bangladesh, Myanmar etc. receive most of
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Indian Meteorological Department
•

•

•

•

•

Meteorology is the branch of science that
deals with atmosphere and its various
phenomenon, along with weather and
weather forecasting.
Indian Meteorological Department was
constituted in 1875 and it’s the topmost
government agency dealing with national
meteorological services including
seismology and associated subjects.
The functions of IMD include weather
forecasting, issuing warnings against
severe weather phenomenon (hurricanes,
cyclones, heavy rains etc.), providing
weather statistics, research and
development in meteorology, detection
of earthquakes etc.
The IMD data is extremely helpful to the
weather-dependent economic activities
like shipping, agriculture, aviation, defence
services etc.
IMD’s Division of Agricultural
Meteorology provides agriculture specific
data to the agriculturist community of
India as Agriculture is a major part of
Indian Economy.

National Monsoon Mission (NMM)
•

•

NMM was launched by the Ministry of
Earth Sciences in 2012 as a reformative
step towards developing a more refined,
efficient and state-of-the-art prediction
system for monsoon, rainfall due to these
winds and weather in general.
The execution and coordination of the
mission was done by Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune.
7827025162
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•

•

Objectives:
1. To improve prediction of monsoon
rainfall on extended range to
seasonal time scale of up to 16
days to about one season.
2. To give out improved prediction of
temperature, rainfall and severe
weather events on short to
medium range time scale up to 16
days.
Ministry of Earth Sciences decided to
deploy Coupled Forecast Model (CFS) to
refine the weather prediction services in
India.

Coupled Forecast Model
•

•

•

•

Coupled Forecast Model is a coupled
ocean-atmosphere modelling system that
combines data from ocean, atmosphere
and land for providing long range
forecasting.
The Coupled Forecast Model is based on
Climate Forecast System (CFS) developed
by National Centre for Environmental
Prediction (NCEP), USA.
On the implementation part, it has been
implemented on Prithvi High Performance
Computers at Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM), Pune.
This system captures interaction between
landmass, oceans and atmosphere,
mathematically simulates on the Prithvi
HPCs and gives its long range predictions
accordingly.

IMD’s performance after implementation of
NMM
•

Data available from 2019 to 2020 shows
that IMD’s monsoon and weather
predictions, even after adopting Coupled
Forecast model, hasn’t improved much.

11

•

•

•

In 2019, IMD’s CFS had predicted 97% of
the normal monsoon rainfall but the
actual rainfall exceeded 110%.
From 2012 to 2019, IMD’s CFS has mostly
been wrong in the prediction apart from
one instance in 2015.
In 2012, actual annual rainfall was 93% of
the normal but the system estimated it to
be 104%. In a similar instance in 2016, the
predicted rainfall was 112% against actual
figure of 96%.

Reason for failure of IMD to predict
The IMD scientists have admitted that dynamic
models aren’t yet capable of factoring in changes
in Indian Ocean one or two months prior. The
prime reason behind such variation in predicted
data and the actual data is the unusual weather
phenomenon and the rapid rise of anomalies in
Indian Ocean. The weather systems like El Nino
have a fixed cycle of 18 months and that’s the
reason its predictions come out to be near
accurate but the weather systems in Indian
Oceans are unpredictable.
Conclusion
The meteorological data plays a major role in lives
of Indians.
Economically, the sectors like agricultural,
shipping, aviation etc. depend directly on the
forecasts. The Peninsular areas and North-Indian
Plains experience a massive floods every year that
cause large scale damage to life and property.
Other than that, people living in coastal regions of
peninsular India need to know the information
about hurricanes and cyclones so that they can
get prepared for it in the advance.
A more efficient weather prediction system will
be beneficial for the people of the country and
even help the administration to make
preparations for rescue operations, in case a
severe weather activity is on the cards.

7827025162

Visit : Raghukulcs.com

RaghukulCS

PLI SCHEME
Topic
Relevance in
UPSC-CSE

Keywords

Production Linked Incentives in
Manufacturing Sector

•

General Studies-II Paper IIIGovernment policies and
interventions for development in
various sectors

•

PLI, Expenditure Finance Committee
(EFC)

Context
In order to boost domestic manufacturing, enhance
exports and cut down the import bills significantly,
under Atmanirbhar Bharat Initiative, the government
launched a scheme in March 2020 (notified on April 1)
wherein the government decided to incentivize the
companies who reported incremental sales from
goods manufactured in domestic units. These
incentives were named as ‘Performance Linked
Incentives”.
Why in News
The Government, in November 2020, decided to
extend the ‘Production Linked Incentives’ Scheme to
ten key sectors including textiles, automobile
manufacturing, food processing etc.
Production Linked Incentives Scheme (PLI Scheme)
• The concept of PLI can be easily understood
by a simple analogy that if an employee’s
work exceeds his targets, the boss pays him
incentives along with his regular salary so that
he gets motivated and pushes himself to work
even harder.
• The Government also wants to achieve similar
goals by incentivising the companies which
reported rise in the sale of domestically
manufactured products. By doing this, the
companies will compete with each other to
become beneficiary of the scheme and hence
domestic manufacturing will go up.
• The Central government, through this scheme,
shall extend an incentive of 4% to 6% on
incremental sales of goods manufactured in
India, covered under target segments, to
eligible companies, for a period of 5 years

12

with financial year 2019-20 considered as
base year on the basis of which the incentives
will be calculated.
Another plus point here is that the
government, through PLI, will also be able to
attract foreign market players to set up their
business units in India.
The responsibility for the implementation of
the scheme has been given to the concerned
ministries/departments and the final
proposals will be appraised by Expenditure
Finance Committee (EFC).

Need for PLI in Indian Manufacturing Sector
The experts suggest that PLI is of high significance in
manufacturing as the government can’t continue
making investments in these capital intensive sectors
as they take long to give back returns. Instead,
Government can give incentives and attract global
companies with adequate capital to set up their
manufacturing units in India.
Significance of Newly added Sectors
In March 2020, the government launched this scheme
for three sectors namely Mobile Phone
Manufacturers, Pharma Ingredient Makers and
Medical Devices’ manufacturers but now the
government added sectors namely Advance Chemistry
Cell (ACC) Battery, Electronic/Technology Products,
Automobiles & Auto Components, Pharmaceutical
drugs, Telecom & Networking Products, Textile
Products: MMF segment and technical textiles, Food
Products, High Efficiency Solar PV Modules, White
Goods (ACs & LED) and Specialty Steel.
The Significance of these sectors was also explained
while the government upgraded the scheme.
•

ACC battery Manufacturing (implemented by
NITI Aayog and Department of Heavy
Industries)
It has been regarded as one of the largest
economic opportunities of the twenty-first
century for several global growth sectors, such
as consumer electronics, electric vehicles, and
renewable energy. The PLI scheme for ACC
battery will incentivize large domestic and
international players in establishing a
competitive ACC battery set-up in the country.
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•

•

•

•

•

Electronic
/
Technology
Products
(implemented by Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology)
India is expected to have a USD 1 trillion
digital economy by 2025. Additionally, the
Government's push for data localization,
Internet of Things market in India, projects
such as Smart City and Digital India are
expected to increase the demand for
electronic products. The PLI scheme will boost
the production of electronic products in India.

•

Automobiles
and
Auto
Components
Manufacturing Sector (implemented by
Department of Heavy Industries)
The automotive industry is a major economic
contributor in India. The PLI scheme will make
the Indian automotive Industry more
competitive and will enhance globalization of
the Indian automotive sector.

•

Pharmaceutical Drug Manufacturing
(implemented by Department of
Pharmaceuticals)
The Indian pharmaceutical industry is the third
largest in the world by volume and 14th
largest in terms of value. It contributes 3.5% of
the total drugs and medicines exported
globally. India possesses the complete
ecosystem
for
development
and
manufacturing of pharmaceuticals and a
robust ecosystem of allied industries. The PLI
scheme will incentivize the global and
domestic players to engage in high value
production.
Telecom and Networking Products
Manufacturing (implemented by Department
of Telecom)
Telecom equipment forms a critical and
strategic element of building a secured
telecom infrastructure and India aspires to
become a major original equipment
manufacturer of telecom and networking
products. The PLI scheme is expected to
attract large investments from global players
and help domestic companies seize the
emerging opportunities and become big
players in the export market.
Textile Products: Man-Made Fibers Segment
and Technical Textiles (implemented by
Ministry of Textiles)
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•

•

The Indian textile industry is one of the
largest in the world and has a share of ~5% of
global exports in textiles and apparel. But
India's share in the manmade fiber (MMF)
segment is low in contrast to the global
consumption pattern, which is majorly in this
segment. The PLI scheme will attract large
investment in the sector to further boost
domestic manufacturing, especially in the
MMF segment and technical textiles.
Food Products (implemented by Ministry of
Food Processing Industries)
The growth of the processed food industry
leads to better price for farmers and reduces
high levels of wastage. Specific product lines
having high growth potential and capabilities
to generate medium- to large-scale
employment have been identified for
providing support through PLI scheme.
High
Efficiency
Solar
PV
Modules
(implemented by Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy)
Large imports of solar PV panels pose risks in
supply-chain resilience and have strategic
security challenges considering the electronic
(hackable) nature of the value chain. A
focused PLI scheme for solar PV modules will
incentivize domestic and global players to
build large-scale solar PV capacity in India and
help India leapfrog in capturing the global
value chains for solar PV manufacturing.
White goods (air conditioners and LEDs)
(implemented by Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade)
They have very high potential of domestic
value addition and making these products
globally competitive. A PLI scheme for the
sector will lead to more domestic
manufacturing, generation of jobs and
increased exports.
Specialty Steel (implemented by Ministry of
Steel)
Steel is a strategically important industry and
India is the world's second largest steel
producer in the world. It is a net exporter of
finished steel and has the potential to become
a champion in certain grades of steel. A PLI
scheme in Specialty Steel will help in
enhancing manufacturing capabilities for value
added steel leading to increase in total
exports. (Source: PIB)
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Disturbed Area Act
Application: GS Paper-2
Why disturbed area act was in news?
The President has given his assent to a Bill passed
by the Gujarat Assembly in 2019, which made
some amendments to the ‘Gujarat Prohibition of
Transfer of Immovable Property and Provisions of
Tenants from Eviction from Premises in
Disturbed Areas Act, 1991’ - popularly known as
the ‘Disturbed Areas (DA) Act’.

•

•

•

•

What is the background of the act?
•

•

•

•

•

The bill was brought last year to amend the
“The Gujarat Prohibition of Transfer of
Immovable Property and Provision for
Protection of Tenants from Eviction from
Premises in Disturbed Areas Act”, 1991,
commonly referred to as the Disturbed Areas
Act.
The government had added some stringent
provisions amid complaints from people that
the current act was unable to curb the illegal
sale or transfer of their properties in such
notified disturbed areas.
Under the Disturbed Areas Act, a district
Collector can notify a particular area of a city
or town as a “disturbed area”. This notification
is generally done based on the history of
communal riots in the area.
Following this notification, the transfer of
immovable property in the disturbed area can
take place only after the Collector expressly
signs off on an application made by the buyer
and the seller of the property.
In the application, the seller has to attach an
affidavit stating that she/he has sold the
property of her/his free volition, and that
she/he has got a fair market price.

What are the latest amendments in the act?
•

More Powers to the Collector: To
ascertain if there is a likelihood of
“polarization” or “improper clustering” of
persons belonging to a particular community,
thus disturbing the demographic equilibrium
in the area.
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•

•

•

•

For probing these aspects, the formation of
a Special Investigation Team (SIT) has
also been envisaged.
Review Power to the State: The state
government is authorized to review a decision
taken by the Collector.
Advisory Committee: Enables the state
government to form an advisory committee
that will advise it on various aspects of the DA
Act, including adding new areas to the
‘disturbed areas’ list.
Disturbed Area: The government can notify
any area as a ‘disturbed area’ where it sees the
possibility of a communal riot, or where it sees
the possibility of a particular community’s
polarization.
Strict Provisions under Collector:
a) To check the registration of transfer of
properties in disturbed areas without
the Collector’s prior approval, the
amended Act has a provision to enlarge
the scope of the term ‘transfer’, and
include transfer of right, title or
interest in or over such property in
disturbed areas by way of sale, gift,
exchange, and lease.
b) The Act has amended the Registration
Act under which no property in
disturbed areas can be registered
without prior sanction of the Collector.
c) Redevelopment of the Property is
allowed only if it is for the owner’s
purpose. But if the owner is planning
to bring new people on the redeveloped
property, she/he has to take the
permission of the Collector.
Non-Applicability: The provisions of the Act
will not be applicable to the government’s
rehabilitation schemes in a disturbed area,
where it resettles displaced people.
Penal Provisions: The amendment has
increased the punishment to imprisonment
between three and five years. The fine has also
been increased to Rs. 1 lakh, or 10% of the
jantri rate (ready reckoner of property prices
in different parts of the state) of the property,
whichever is higher.
The punishment for the violation of the Act
was earlier imprisonment for six months and
fine up to Rs.10,000
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Digital Media Regulation

What was the reason behind the
amendments?
•

•

•
•

There were reports of anti-social
elements selling and buying properties
after either threatening people or luring
them with higher prices, in areas
marked as “disturbed”.
It was reported that at times, anti-social
elements had got transfers done even
without the Collector’s prior permission
by getting the transfer deed registered
under the provisions of the Registration
Act, in which the Collector’s prior
sanction under the DA Act was not
required.
This had resulted in clustering or
polarization of localities.
To plug such loopholes, and to increase
the punishment for the violation of the
Act as deterrence, the amendment Bill
was presented and passed in the Gujarat
Assembly in July 2019.

Application: GS Paper-II and GS Paper-III
Why digital media regulation was in news?
•

What are the new guidelines?
•

•

•

•
•

•

Image Credit- The Indian Express
Which are the areas where the DA Act is
currently applicable in Gujarat?
•

The DA Act is applicable in
Ahmedabad,
Vadodara,
Surat,
Himmatnagar, Godhra, Kapadvanj and
Bharuch.

Referencehttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/guja
rats-disturbed-areas-act-amendments-6723215/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/otherstates/govt-extends-disturbed-area-tag-for-3districts-4-police-stations-in-arunachal-pradeshunder-afspa/article32752024.ece
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Recently, the Centre government has
announced new guidelines for digital news
platforms.

The government has put emphasis on
compliance to the 26% Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) cap under the government
approval route in digital media.
26% FDI through the government approval
route in the digital media sector was brought
in 2019. FDI in print media is capped at 26%,
and that in TV news is 49%.
The majority of the directors on the company’s
board, and the Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
of the company would have to be an Indian
citizen.
All foreign employees working for more than
60 days would need security clearance.
If the government denies or withdraw security
clearance, the digital media company will
ensure that the concerned person resigns or
his/her services are terminated.
The government has given a year to digital
media news entities to align their shareholding
with these requirements.

Which authorities
guidelines?

are

covered

under

The guidelines will be applicable to the following
categories of entities registered or located in
Indiaa) Digital
media
entities
which
streams/uploads news and current affairs
on websites, apps or other platforms
b) News agency which gathers, writes and
distributes/transmits news, directly or
indirectly, to digital media entities and/or
news aggregators
c) News aggregator, an entity which uses
software of web applications to aggregate
news content from various sources, such as
news websites, blogs, podcasts, video
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blogs, user submitted links, etc. in one
location

Foreign Direct Investment
•

Who will be the beneficiary under new
guidelines?
•

•

•

•

•

•

The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting will be considering in the near
future to extend the following benefits,
presently available to traditional media
(print and TV), to digital media entities
also:
Press
Information
Bureau
(PIB)
accreditation for its reporters, cameramen,
videographers enabling them with better
first-hand information and access including
participation in official press conferences
and such other interactions.
Persons with PIB accreditation can also
avail Central Government Health Scheme
(CGHS) benefits and concessional rail fare.
Eligibility for digital advertisements
through the Bureau of Outreach and
Communication.
Similar to self-regulating bodies in print
and electronic media, entities in digital
media can form self-regulating bodies for
furthering their interests and interaction
with the Government.

•

Routes through which India gets FDI•

•

•

•

What was the reason behind this?
•

•

Threat of fake news, propaganda vehicles,
foreign influence and interference in India’s
domestic affairs is more real than ever,
particularly from India’s hostile neighbours
like China and Pakistan.
The guidelines could help the government in
tightening the noose on Chinese and other
foreign
companies
who
are
making
investments in digital media in the country.

Automatic Route: In this, the foreign
entity does not require the prior approval
of the government or the RBI.
Government route: In this, the foreign
entity has to take the approval of the
government.
The Foreign Investment Facilitation
Portal (FIFP) facilitates the single window
clearance of applications which are
through approval route.
This portal is administered by the
Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

What are the policy loopholes in managing
digital media in India?
•

•

•
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FDI is an investment made by a firm or
individual in one country into business
interests located in another country.
Generally, FDI takes place when an
investor establishes foreign business
operations or acquires foreign business
assets, including establishing ownership
or controlling interest in a foreign
company.
It is different from Foreign Portfolio
Investment where the foreign entity
merely buys equity shares of a company.
FPI does not provide the investor with
control over the business.

The Telegraph Act does not explicitly define
‘telecommunications
service’
and
‘broadcasting service’.
The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
Act, 1997, defines communication service as a
transmission or reception of signals, writing,
images, and sounds or intelligence of any
nature, by wire, radio, visual or any other
electronic means but shall not include
broadcasting services.
The Supreme Court has rightly observed the
fact in the cricket broadcasting case that “in
the interests of public, in the interests of the
freedom of speech and expression guaranteed
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by Article 19(1) (a); Parliament should take
steps to fill the void by enacting laws
governing the electronic media.

What is the background of the news?
•

Way forward•

•

•

Unregulated social and digital media could
pose a threat to India’s rise as a trustworthy
and responsible nation, as also Indian
democracy, the world’s largest.
These challenges can be addressed by
regulating social media efficiently and
modernizing National laws and institutions.
The time for action has come.
Supreme Court said that print and electronic
media “rarely cross the line” due to the very
nature of their composition but digital media
is “completely uncontrolled” and “remains
unregulated”.

•
•

What are
MoEFCC?
•

Referencehttps://indianexpress.com/article/india/digitalmedia-news-aggregators-agencies-need-tocomply-with-26-fdi-cap-govt-6757990/
https://thewire.in/media/digital-mediaregulation-centre-digipub-statement

•

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/alight-touch-the-hindu-editorial-on-regulation-ofdigital-media-space/article32680334.ece
https://theprint.in/opinion/modi-govts-plan-toregulate-digital-media-can-hobble-a-growingindustry-if-not-done-well/567040/

•

•

Rationalization of Autonomous
Institutions

•

Application: GS Paper-II
Why rationalization of autonomous
institutions was in news?
•

The Ministry of Finance has recommended
that the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC) “disengage” from
five autonomous institutions working under it
and merge two others, thus reducing the
16autonomous organizations under the
ministry to 9.
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The recommendations are a part of the report
that has been prepared in accordance with the
guidelines prescribed under rule 229 of
General Finance rules 2017.
Rule 229 pertains to ‘General Principles for
setting up of Autonomous Organizations’.
The purpose of the report is to make specific
and
actionable
recommendations
for
rationalization of autonomous bodies with a
view to furthering the aim of ‘minimum
government, maximum governance,’ ensuring
efficient use of public funds.

•

•

the

recommendations

for

Disengagement from the Wildlife Institute of
India (WII-Dehradun),Indian Institute of
Forest Management (IIFM-Bhopal), Indian
Plywood Industries Research & Training
Institute (Bengaluru), CPR Environmental
Education Centre (Chennai) and Centre for
Environment Education (Ahmedabad).
‘Disengagement’ will involve two aspects phasing out government support to the
institution in a time-bound manner,
disassociating from the management of the
institutions and allowing the relevant
industry/stakeholders to run them.
Disengagement by the government with a
three-year timeline and a gradual budget
reduction of 25% each year is recommended.
Both WII and IIFM can be converted to
deemed universities.
The Society of Integrated Coastal Management
(New Delhi) should be merged with the
National Centre for Sustainable Coastal
Management (Tamil Nadu), as both perform
similar
roles
of
promoting
coastal
management. This will avoid duplication of
activities and attain economies of scale.
Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural
History (Tamil Nadu), which receives Rs. 14
crore annually from MoEFCC, should be
merged with the ministry.
Statutory bodies such as Central Pollution
Control Board, Central Zoo Authority (CZA),
National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA), and National Biodiversity Authority
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•

•

should continue to function under and with
the financial support of MoEFCC. These
bodies should be encouraged to become ‘selffinanced’.
This is the first time ever that such an audit
has been done of institutions which took
around four years to get completed.
Making WII and other institutions into
deemed universities will give more freedom to
the institutions to initiate more courses and
have enhanced faculties.

•

•

•

Could you provide criticism?
•

•

•

•

The disengagement will make these
institutions worry for financial issues rather
than research, which should be their prime
focus.
The environment is a public issue and there
must be good public institutions to safeguard
it.
The government’s disengagement from these
institutions is seen as ‘the first step towards
sending them into private hands’.
If the government feels that funds are not
being utilized properly or the institutions are
not performing well, their officials should be
held accountable rather than taking the route
of disengagement as this will have an impact
on those students who dream of studying
these specialized subjects but cannot afford
the high fees charged by private universities.

What are autonomous bodies?
•

•

•

These are set up whenever it is felt that certain
functions need to be discharged outside the
governmental set up with some amount of
independence and flexibility without day-today interference of the Governmental
machinery.
These
are
set
up
by
the
Ministries/Departments concerned with the
subject matter and are funded through grantsin-aid, either fully or partially, depending on
the extent which such institutes generate
internal resources of their own.
These grants are regulated by the Ministry of
Finance through the instructions as well as the
instructions relating to powers for creation of
posts and etc.
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•

The amount disbursed to autonomous/grantee
bodies were Rs. 799.55 billion, which, in 201920, was increased to Rs. 943.84 billion.
They are mostly registered as societies under
the Societies Registration Act, 1860 and in
certain cases they have been set up as
statutory institutions under the provisions
contained in various Acts.
These are a major stakeholder in the
government’s functioning as they are engaged
in diverse activities, ranging from formulating
frameworks for policies, conducting research,
and preserving the cultural heritage, etc.
Institutes imparting technical, medical and
higher education fall in this category.

Way Forward•

•

•

There is a need to review the governance of
autonomous bodies, and devise uniform
procedures. Many of bodies act as interfaces
between the government and the public.
Thus, each ministry should undertake a
comprehensive review of bodies under their
jurisdiction.
Autonomous bodies that have outlived the
cause for which they were established may
need to be closed or merged with a similar
organization or their memorandum altered as
per the new charter.

Referencehttps://www.hindustantimes.com/analysis/auton
omous-bodies-are-crucial-to-the-government-sfunctioning-streamline-them/storydvMYKe37JaXNrlnPJW8NzH.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/wiiscientists-anxious-after-finance-ministryrecommends-funding-cut/article32902101.ece

Judicial Impropriety and
Corruption
Application- GS Paper- II
Why judicial corruption was in news?
•

Recently, in a letter to the Chief Justice of
India (CJI), Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
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has accused the Supreme Court judge, Justice
N.V. Ramana and some judges of Andhra
Pradesh (AP) High Court of misconduct,
corruption and political bias.
The allegation against the judges is
unprecedented since it has been made
publicly.

•

except upon a motion for the removal of the
judge.
Article 211 says that no discussion shall take
place in the legislature of a state with respect
to the conduct of any judge of the Supreme
Court or of a High Court in the discharge of his
duties.
However, the AP CM has not made the
allegations against the judges in the legislative
assembly, and therefore, the bar under Article
211 is not attracted.
The chief minister of a state can make such
allegations by circumventing the bar under
Article 211, as the constitution does not
envisage such a possibility.
However, generally such allegations against
judges are not made publicly, since it may cast
aspersion on the credibility of the judiciary.
Since, AP CM has made the allegations
publicly; such an act may invite action for
contempt of court.

•

•
What is Judicial Corruption?
•

•
•

Corruption is a form of dishonest or
unethical conduct by a person entrusted
with a position of authority, often to
acquire personal benefit.
Corruption may include many activities
including bribery and embezzlement.
Judicial corruption is inimical to judicial
independence and to the constitutionally
desired social order.

•

•

•

Definition of Corruption according to the
Prevention of Corruption Act:
Brief about The Prevention of
Corruption Act 1988•

•

•

What crimes are punished by this law?
•

The Prevention of Corruption Act 1988 is
an Act of the Parliament of India enacted
to combat corruption in government
agencies and public sector businesses in
India.
This law defines who a public servant is
and punishes public servants involved in
corruption or bribery.”
It also punishes anyone who helps him or
her commit the crime corruption or
bribery.

•

•

•

What are the issues involved?
•

•

The Constitution of India protects the
independence of judges of the High Courts
and the Supreme Court by making them
removable only through a process of
impeachment. Article 121 and 211 expressly
bars the Parliament and State Legislatures
from discussing the misconduct of judges.
Article 121 states that no discussions shall take
place in Parliament with respect to the
conduct of any judge of the Supreme Court or
of a High Court in the discharge of his duties
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•

When a public servant accepts money or
gifts over and above their salary, in return
for favoring a person in their official duty
When a public servant accepts gifts from a
person with whom they have a business or
official relationship without paying them.
When a public servant is guilty of criminal
misconduct such as regularly accepting
bribes to favor people during their official
duty
If any person accepts money or gifts in
return for influencing the public servant
by using his personal connection or
through illegal or corrupt methods, this
person can also be punished.
Any person helping the public servant
commit these crimes can also be punished

What are the reasons behind Judicial
Corruption in India?
•
•
•

Judicial Corruption exists because public trials
are almost never heard by the public.
Lack of accountability breeds corruption.
Judicial accountability is as important as
accountability of the executive or legislature.
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•

•

•

•

•

•

Judicial accountability promotes at least three
discrete values: the rule of law, public
confidence in the judiciary, and institutional
responsibility.
The regular evaluation of judicial performance
is a springboard for ensuring greater judicial
accountability, but unfortunately India do not
have any institutional mechanism yet to do
this.
Judges become corrupt when they enjoy
absolute power and their strong personal
agendas dominates over merit of the case.
Corruption in lower courts: India’s judicial
corruption is a cancer that begins at the lower
levels and inches its way up.
According to the Global Corruption Report
2007, the perception of corruption is higher in
India and Pakistan in comparison to Hong
Kong, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. In
Pakistan, 55 per cent of the respondents said
the judiciary was corrupt.
A Transparency International report released
in 2007 showed that 77 % per cent of
respondents in a survey in India believe the
judiciary is corrupt.

What could be the action taken in Cases of
Misconduct of Judges?
•
•

•

A judge can be removed from office on
grounds of ‘proved misbehavior or incapacity’.
However, not all forms of misbehavior will
warrant removal. There could be other kinds
of impropriety too.
There are times when serious complaints of
misconduct are made and CJI is called upon to
examine them. Since 1997, judges have
adopted an ‘in-house procedure’ for inquiring
into such charges.

In-House Procedure:
•

•

Under the in-house procedure, when a
complaint is received against a High Court
judge, the CJI should decide if the issue is
frivolous or serious.
If a deeper probe is considered necessary, both
the complaint and the judge’s response, along
with the High Court’s Chief Justice’s
comments, are recorded for further action.
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•

If deemed necessary, CJI can also form a
three-member committee to hold an inquiry
into the matter.
The committee should have two Chief Justices
from other High Courts and one High Court
judge.
The inquiry it holds is of the nature of a factfinding mission and is not a formal judicial
inquiry involving examination of witnesses.
The judge concerned is entitled to appear
before it.

•

•

Outcome of In-House Procedure:
•

If the committee finds substance in the
charges, it can give two kinds of
recommendations. One, that the misconduct is
serious enough to require removal from office,
or that it is not serious enough to warrant
removal.
If the misconduct involves removal of a judge,
the judge concerned will be urged to resign or
seek voluntary retirement.
If the judge is unwilling to quit, the Chief
Justice of the High Court concerned would be
asked to withdraw judicial work from him.
The President and the Prime Minister will be
informed of the situation, clearing the way for
Parliament to begin the process of removal.
If the misconduct does not warrant removal,
the judge would be advised accordingly.

•

•

•

•

What is the procedure in Case of Chief
Justice of High Court/ Judge of
Supreme Court?
•

•

•

If the case is against a High Court’s Chief
Justice, the same procedure is followed as
that of a judge of the High Court, but the
probe committee comprises a Supreme
Court judge and two Chief Justices.
If a Supreme Court judge faces such a
charge, the in-house panel will comprise
three Supreme Court judges.
Also, the in-house procedure does not give
any separate provision to deal with
complaints against the Chief Justice of
India.
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The legal framework to curb corruption:
Indian Penal Code (IPC):
•

Various sections of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) provide criminal punishment for public
servants who disobey relevant laws or
procedures, frame incorrect or improper
documents, unlawfully engage in trade, or
abuse their position or discretion.

The Prevention of Money Laundering Act:
•

•

The Prevention of Money Laundering Act,
2002 seeks to prevent money laundering
including laundering of property through
corruption and provides for confiscation of
such a property.
It mainly targets banks, financial institutions
and intermediaries such stock market
intermediaries.

What are the suggestions to overcome the
problem of judicial corruption?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Right to Information (RTI) Act:
•

•

•

•

The Right to Information (RTI), 2005 Act
represents one of the country’s most critical
achievements in the fight against corruption.
Under the provisions of the Act, any citizen
may request information from a public
authority which is required to reply within 30
days.
The Act also requires every public authority to
computerize
its
records
for
wide
dissemination and to proactively publish
certain categories of information for easy
citizen access.
This act provides citizens with a mechanism to
control public spending.

The Institutional Framework to curb corruption
•

•

•

There are various bodies in place for
implementing anti-corruption policies and
raising awareness on corruption issues.
At the federal level, key institutions include
the Supreme Court, the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC),the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), the Office of the
Controller & Auditor General (C&AG), and the
Chief Information Commission (CIC).
At the State level, there are local anticorruption bureaus such as the Anticorruption Bureau of Maharashtra.
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Improvements to contempt of court and
impeachment proceedings.
Improvement in judicial infrastructure.
Enforcing integrity codes of judges and
lawyers
Extending the Right to Information Act to
cover the judiciary.
Opening judicial vacancies to qualified legal
scholars.
Using
alternative
dispute
resolution
mechanisms.
Use of modern technology
a) A review of how court records are
handled and the introduction of
modern
tracking
methods
can
eliminate much of petty corruption
existing in lower courts
b) Websites and CDs can explain basic
law to laymen
c) Digitization of Court files
d) Video recordings of court proceedings
should be maintained

Way Forward
•

•

•

Separation of powers between legislative,
executive and judiciary has been regarded as a
basic feature of our constitution in
Kesavananda Bharati v State of Kerala, 1973.
The constitution does not envisage supremacy
of any of the three organs of the state. But the
functioning of all the three organs is
controlled by the constitution.
Wherever interaction and deliberations among
the three organs have been envisaged, a
delicate balance and mutual respect are
contemplated.

Referencehttps://www.thehindu.com/opinion/oped/probing-judicial-impropriety-andcorruption/article32887628.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-toexamine-when-corruption-allegations-againstjudiciary-can-be-madepublic/article32374297.ece
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TRPs in India
Application: GS Paper- III and GS Paper- II

How TRP is calculated?
•

Why media TRPs was in news?
Recently, the Mumbai Police said that they are
looking into a scam about the manipulation of
TRPs by rigging the devices used by the Broadcast
Audience Research Council (BARC) India, which
has the mandate to measure television audience in
India.
What do you understand by the term
TRPs?
1. TRP stands for Television Rating Points. It
represents how many people, from which
socio-economic categories, watched which
channels for how much time during a
particular period.
• This could be for an hour, a day, or
even a week; India follows the
international standard of one
minute. The data is usually made
public every week
2. According to the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) TRPS is defined as:
“On the basis of audience measurement data,
ratings are assigned to various programmes on
television. Television ratings in turn influence
programmes produced for the viewers.
• Better ratings would promote a programme
while poor ratings will discourage a
programme. Incorrect ratings will lead to the
production of programmes which may not be
really popular while good programmes may be
left out.”
Why it matters?
1. Financial fraud: Distribution of Ads worth
Rs. 27000 crores received by News industry is
decided based on TRP.
2. Spreading hate narrative: Programs
spreading hate have been shown getting high
TRP, affects public perception and promoted
by channels, whereas a program spreading
harmony and receiving low TRP will be
demoted by channels. This system works
against the national interest of any country.
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•

BARC has installed “BAR-O-meters” in
over 45,000 empanelled households.
These households are classified into 12
categories under the New Consumer
Classification System (NCCS), the socalled “new SEC” adopted by BARC in
2015, based on the education level of the
main wage earner and the ownership of
consumer durables from a list of 11 items
ranging from an electrical connection to a
car.
While watching a show, members of the
household register their presence by
pressing their viewer ID button — every
person in household has a separate ID —
thus capturing the duration for which the
channel was watched and by whom, and
providing data on viewership habits
across age and socio-economic groups.
The panel chosen to capture TRPs must be
representative of the country’s population,
and
the
methodology
must
be
economically viable for the industry.

What is BARC?
•

•

It is an industry body jointly owned by
advertisers, ad agencies, and broadcasting
companies, represented by The Indian
Society of Advertisers, the Indian
Broadcasting
Foundation
and
the
Advertising Agencies Association of India.
It was created in 2010 but the I&B
Ministry notified the Policy Guidelines for
Television Rating Agencies in India on
January 10, 2014 and registered BARC in
July 2015 under these guidelines, to carry
out television ratings in India.

3. Financial fraud: Distribution of Ads worth
Rs. 27000 crores received by News industry is
decided based on TRP.
4. Spreading hate narrative: Programs
spreading hate have been shown getting high
TRP, affects public perception and promoted
by channels, whereas a program spreading
harmony and receiving low TRP will be
demoted by channels. This system works
against the national interest of any country.
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5. Investment: Channels receiving high TRP,
even though it is rigged, have a high
probability of receiving investment.
6. Right to know: The manipulation does not
involve just financial fraud, but a bigger crime
of fraud on the people’s right to know the
truth, which the media is morally and legally
bound to provide, instead of fake news and
manufactured hate narratives.

Referencehttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/expl
ained-what-are-trps-can-they-be-rigged-to-helpa-news-channel-6716211/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explai
ned-trp-and-its-loopholes/article32805873.ece

Coastal Shipping
Bill 2020

Why the government should not regulate
Media?
•

•

Media, in its original form, plays a role of
adversary to the government, highlighting the
social, economic or geographical issues and
present challenges to the government.
Government regulations mean surrendering
freedom of expression and danger of political
exploitation of media. TRAI is already doing
the job of regulations; creating one more such
agency would create confusion only.

Application: GS Paper-II and GS paper-III
Why coastal shipping bill was in news?
•

•

How the problem can be solved?
1) Multiple agencies: Creation of multiple
agencies mean multiple data. Any mismatch in
data will invite scrutiny, thus, data
comparison will keep a check on every agency.
2) Use of DTH services to analyses: Direct to
Home (DTH) television services are being by
huge population in India, DTH can be tweaked
to provide information on which channel is
being actually watched. Privacy issues due to
that can be tackled through encryption.
3) Use of new methodologies: Changing
technology must be utilized. For example,
after New tariff Order (NTO) by TRAI, users
have an option to select channels, this method
can easily provide info on, which channel is
getting subscribed most by the public.
4) Corporate led check: Recent Example of
some corporates boycotting few media
channels from their ads due to spread of hate
is a great example that might be most effective
in containing it.
5) Corporate led technology: Corporates
providing ads to news channels are very much
capable of finding a technological solution, so
that their ad expenses provide them most
return.
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•

The Ministry of Shipping has issued the draft
of Coastal Shipping Bill, 2020 for suggestions
from the stakeholders and general public.
The bill is in accordance with the Union
government’s vision for augmenting people’s
participation and transparency in the
governance.
The Ministry of Shipping has drafted a Coastal
Shipping Bill, 2020 in lieu of the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1958.

What is the background of this news?
•

•

•

As the shipping sector grows and evolves in
the country, a need was felt to have a separate
legislation on coastal shipping.
The new legislation shall consider coastal
shipping as an integral part of the transport
chain and recognizes the policy priorities of
the sector to meet the demands of the Indian
shipping industry.
While drafting this Bill, the global best
practices have also been considered.

What are the highlights of the bill?
•
•

•

The definition of coastal shipping and coastal
waters has been expanded.
It is proposed to do away with the requirement
of trading licence for Indian flag vessels for
coastal trade.
The Bill seeks to create a competitive
environment and reduce transportation costs,
while encouraging Indian vessels to increase
their share in coastal shipping.
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•

The Bill also proposes integration of coastal
maritime transport with inland waterways.
There is a provision for a National Coastal and
Inland Shipping Strategic Plan.

•

https://www.businessstandard.com/article/economy-policy/shippingministry-issues-draft-coastal-shipping-bill-2020for-suggestions-120102901838_1.html

The Merchant Shipping Bill, 2016
•

•

The Bill seeks to bring in reforms in the
shipping sector to promote ease of doing
business, and develop Indian coastal
shipping.
The Bill replaces the Merchant Shipping
Act, 1958, and repeals the Coasting Vessels
Act, 1838.

Key features of the Bill include:
•

National Shipping Board: The Board will
advise the central government on the
development of Indian shipping. It will
have the power to regulate its own
procedure.
• Seafarers Welfare Board: The Board will
advise the central government on
measures to promote the welfare of
seafarers with regard to the following:
(i) Lodging and boarding,
(ii) Provision of hospitals and
medical treatment, etc.
• Registration of Indian vessels: Every
Indian vessel must be registered at a port
or place in India that has been declared as
port
of registry ofbythethe
Whata are
the advantages
draftcentral
bill?
government.
• The bill promotes ease of doing business. It
• Rights and standards for seafarers: The
does away with the requirement of a general
central government will grant a certificate
trading license for Indian vessels.
of competence or a certificate of
• Embracing digital technology- the bill enables
proficiency to seafarers on the basis of
electronic means of registration and also
service, age limit, medical fitness, training,
grants statutory recognition to records,
and examination.
electronic agreements, and logbooks, in
• Safety and Security: The Bill requires all
addition to certificates, electronic licenses, and
ships to comply with various international
payments.
conventions such as
• To increase tonnage and vessel as a tradable
a)
the Safety Convention, 1974,
asset- The bill seeks on encouraging India’s
b)
the
Convention
on
the
tonnage by widening the eligibility criteria for
International Regulations for
vessel ownership. It also plans on increasing
Preventing Collisions at Sea,
the opportunity for international trade.
1972, and
c)
the International convention
Referencefor Safe Containers, 1972.
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=
1668432
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Fertilizer Subsidy
Application- GS Paper III
Why fertilizer subsidy was in news?
The government proposes to limit the amount of
fertilisers each farmer can buy during a cropping
season. What is the objective of this move, and
what will its implications be, including on the
subsidy bill?
What is the farms subsidy?
•

Agricultural subsidies are monies given to
farmers to support their operations. Subsidies
may be provided directly, in the form of cash
payments, or they may take the form of
indirect support.
Fertilizer subsidy: Farmers buy fertilisers at
MRPs (maximum retail price) below their
normal supply-and-demand-based market
rates or what it costs to produce/import them.

•

Types of the farms subsidy
•

•

Explicit input subsidy: Explicit input
subsidies are payments made to the
farmers to meet a part of the cost of an
input. E.g. Subsidy on agriculture inputs
like seeds etc.
Implicit input subsidy: it is hidden subsidy
or the government gives these subsidy
indirectly to the farmers. E.g. Subsidy on
Urea.

What is the objective behind this?
•

•

High inputs costs: The chemical fertilizers,
pesticides, seeds and other inputs are costly.
The poor and marginal farmers can afford
these costly inputs so the government gives
subsidy on these inputs.
Low productivity: In India the productivity is
low as compared to other countries therefore
to improve the yields the government gives
subsidy so that yield can be increased.
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•

•
•

Food security: The farms productivity is
directly related to the agricultural production.
So the government provides cheap inputs so
that high productivity can be maintained.
Doubling of farmer’s income: the high
productivity gives higher income to farmers.
Protection from adverse circumstances: it
helps during droughts and other adverse
circumstances.

What are the issues involved in India?
•

•

•

•

•

Heavy fiscal burden: The total outgo on
fertilizer subsidy alone in 2018-19 was more
than Rs. 70,000 crore.
Excessive use of Ground water: The power
subsidy has led to overuse of ground water
which has further resulted into dramatic fall in
ground water levels. In several villages, wells
have gone dry. Water extracted from deep
inside earth has shown contamination of
Arsenic and other heavy metals.
Environmental Effects and decline in Soil
Fertility: Indiscriminate use of fertilizers
(recommended ratio of NPK fertilizer is 4:2:1
while actual usage is 8:3:1. Similarly, urea
consumption has increased to 60% in 2018
from 55% in 2010-11) harm the soil fertility,
biodiversity, and also leads to eutrophication
and bio-accumulation/bio-magnification.
No benefits to the targeted groups: Fertilizer
subsidies are generally cornered by the
manufacturers and the rich farmers of Punjab,
Haryana and Western UP.
Cereal Centric, Regionally Biased, and Input
Intensive: The farms subsidy has made Indian
agriculture cereal centric, and neglectful
towards pulses, oil seeds and coarse cereals.
This has led to import of these crops and food
insecurity in lower strata which depend upon
coarse cereals. Also, most of the subsidies go
to the rich farmers, and the rich states which
are able to grow marketable surplus and have
well developed infrastructure.

What are the measures taken by
government to overcome this problem?
•

A better targeting of subsidies with the usage
of JAM (JanDhan – AADHAAR- Mobile
Number) trinity can reduce the fiscal burden.
E.g. Under PAHAL Scheme, the government
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provides direct subsidy to customers. It
reduced the fiscal burden of the government.
The government should focus on Separate
agriculture feeder network (under Deen Dayal
Upadhayay Gram Jyoti Yojna). This separate
agriculture feeder will supply electricity only
for a few hours a day. The process has shown
positive results in arresting decline of ground
water levels in Gujarat.
Creating awareness among farmers, increasing
penetration of soil health card scheme,
promoting organic farming and innovative
products like neemcoated urea will go a long
way to check the issues related to decline of
social fertility and other environmental issues.
Crop diversification by including more crops
under
MSP,
Mission
on
Integrated
Development of Horticulture, Organic and
Cooperative farming, food processing, mixed
farming, Direct Benefit Transfer.

•

•

•

Minimum support price•

•

•

Minimum Support Price is the price set by
the government to purchase crops from
the farmers, whatever may be the market
price for the crops.
Recommended by Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). it is
an attached office of the Ministry of
Agriculture
and
Farmers
Welfare,
Government of India.
The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA), Government of India,
determines the Minimum Support Prices
(MSP)
of
various
agricultural
commodities in India.

Way Forward•

•

•

The time has come to seriously consider
paying farmers a flat per-acre cash subsidy
that they can use to purchase any fertiliser.
The amount could vary, depending on the
number of crops grown and whether the land
is irrigated or not.
This is, perhaps, the only sustainable solution
to prevent diversion and also encourage
judicious application of fertilisers, with the
right nutrient (macro and micro) combination
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based on proper soil testing and crop-specific
requirements.
Referencehttps://www.businessstandard.com/article/economy-policy/india-maystart-fy22-with-almost-nil-fertiliser-subsidyarrears-120111201707_1.html

•
•

So what should be done?
•
•

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how
-fertiliser-subsidy-works-6793395/
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/fi
nance-minister-nirmala-sitharaman-announces65000-cr-fertilizer-subsidy-forfarmers/article33084296.ece

•

•

https://theprint.in/economy/75-of-modi-govtsnew-fertiliser-subsidy-grant-of-rs-65000-cr-willonly-clear-past-dues/548401/

Reforms in Export Licensing

•

Why reforms in export licensing were in
news?

•

Former Reserve Bank governor Raghuram
Rajan on Wednesday cautioned against import
substitution under the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’
initiative of the government,
Saying the country has gone down this route
earlier but could not succeed.

What is ‘Import substitution’?
•

•

•

•

The
policy of encouraging domestic
production by raising barriers against the
import of goods from foreign economies.
It is usually recommended by some
economists as a way to encourage selfsufficiency, and also to aid the development of
local industries.
It was most popular in Latin America in the
20th century, and India too adopted it prior to
the liberalisation of its economy in 1991.
Critics have argued that protectionist
measures like import substitution make
consumers poorer in the long run, By
preventing them from enjoying the benefits of
free trade.
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The targeted spending by the government can
be fruitful in the longer term.
This is not the time to have a free cheque
book. But targeted spending can repay a lot if
it is done wisely and carefully
If a number of firms have shut down never to
reopen again, the supply side of the economy
is affected.
If a number of households have stopped
sending their kids to school because they can’t
afford to do so, This again inhibits our growth
potential for the future as these are going to be
poorly educated kids who are going to be
capable of much less quality jobs.

Infrastructure development

Application: GS Paper- II and GS Paper-III

•

Also, given the restrictions imposed on foreign
trade,
It can lead to bureaucratic corruption.

•

One big impediment to infrastructure
development is the land acquisition process
and that requires some technical changes,
including better land mappingand clearer
ownership.
Some States have moved ahead on this but we
need to move ahead across the board

Referencehttps://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/exp
ort-blocks-the-hindu-editorial-on-indias-tradeamid-the-pandemic/article31697787.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/jobsexports-and-the-trade-pactslink/article33179072.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/in-order-toexport-you-have-to-import-raghuram-rajancautions-against-importsubstitution/article32914570.ece
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Right to Protest

What is the judgment of the apex court?
•

Application: GS Paper- II
Why right to protest was in news?
•

Recently, The Supreme Court found
unacceptable to the indefinite “occupation” of
a public road by the Shaheen Bagh protestors.

•

What is Right to Protest?
•
•

•
•

It is a fundamental political right of the
people that comes directly from Article 19
The Right to protest peacefully is
enshrined in the Indian Constitution—
Article 19(1)(a) guarantees the freedom of
speech and expression
Article 19(1)(b) assures citizens the right
to assemble peaceably and without arms.
However, resorting to violence during the
protest is a violation of a key fundamental
duty of citizens. Enumerated in Article
51A, the Constitution makes it a
fundamental duty of every citizen “to
safeguard public property and to abjure
violence”.

What is the background of the news?
•

•

•

•

The 13-page judgment upheld the right to
peaceful protest against the law but made it
unequivocally clear that public ways and
public spaces cannot be occupied, and that too
indefinitely.
The ruling came after a petition was filed in
the SC highlighting problems caused by the
protests which led to the roadblock and traffic
problems. Earlier, the petition was filed in
Delhi HC, which heard and disposed of the
plea the same day without any specific
direction.
Democracy and dissent go hand in hand, but
then the demonstrations expressing dissent
have to be in designated places alone.
The seeds of protest and dissent were sown
deep during the Freedom struggle but dissent
against the colonial rule cannot be equated
with dissent in a self-ruled democracy.

28

•

•

•

•

Role of AdministrationSuch kind of
occupation of public ways, whether at the site
in question or anywhere else for protests, is
not acceptable and the administration ought
to take action to keep the areas clear of
encroachments or obstructions
On Judiciary- Courts cannot accept the plea of
the applicants (who sought to intervene in the
matter in defence of the protesters) that an
indeterminable number of people can
assemble whenever they choose to protest.
Use of technology- Technology, however, in a
near paradoxical manner, works to both
empower digitally-fuelled movements and, at
the same time, contributes to their apparent
weaknesses.
Social media channels are often fraught with
danger and can lead to the creation of highly
polarized environments, which often see
parallel conversations running with no
constructive outcome evident.
Reference made by SC- SC referred to its 2018
judgment in the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan vs Union of India and Another
case, which dealt with demonstrations at
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar.
The judgment tried to balance the interests of
local residents with those of protesters to hold
demonstrations and directed the police to
devise a proper mechanism for limited use of
the area for peaceful protests and
demonstrations and to lay down parameters
for this.

What are the Constitutional provisions
ensuring right to protest?
•

•

The right to protest, to publicly challenge and
force the government to answer, is a
fundamental political right of the people that
flows directly from a democratic reading of
various provisions of Article 19.
Right to Protest is protected under Article
19(1) (a), Article 19(1) (b) and Article 19(1) (c)
of the Indian Constitution.
1) Article 19(1) (a) guarantees the
freedom of speech and expression;
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2) Article 19(1) (b) assures citizens the
right to assemble peaceably and
without arms.
3) Article 19(1) (c) assures right to form
associations or trade unions
Reasonable restrictions: However, like other
fundamental rights, right to protest is also not
absolute and also subject to reasonable
restrictions mentioned under Article 19(2) and
19(3) on the following grounds;
1) In the interests of the sovereignty &
integrity of India,
2) The security of the State,
3) Friendly relations with foreign States,
4) Violation of Public order,
5) Decency or morality or in relation to
Contempt of court, defamation or
incitement of an offense
The grounds of restrictions based on Violation of
public order can be reasonable only when there is
evidence that protesters will incite lawless or
disorderly acts and that such acts are likely to
occur.
Supreme Court Judgments on Right to
Protest:
•

•

Ramlila Maidan Incident vs Home
Secretary, Union of India (2012): The
Supreme Court had stated that citizens
have a fundamental right to assembly and
peaceful protest which cannot be taken
away by an arbitrary executive or
legislative action.
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS)
vs Union of India(2018): In this case SC
upheld the fundamental right to assembly
and peaceful protest but ordered it to be
regulated in such a way that they do not
cause inconvenience to residents from
Jantar Mantar road or the offices located
there.

•

•

•

Second, Protesting against injustice is not only
a constitutional right of the citizens, but also
their moral duty.
Third, Active exercise of Right to protest
ensures people’s role as watchdogs that
constantly monitors government’s acts and
ensure fairness in them.
Fourth, it is the biggest weapon of people
when government in a democratic country
becomes unresponsive and refuse to listen to
them.

Way Forward•

•

•

Peaceful protest is a fundamental right and the
lifeline of democracy, without which there
would be very less accountability left with the
ruling government and every citizen has to
wait for the election to vent out their anger
against it.
But reasonable restrictions are also very
important so that peaceful protests do not
turn into violent and lead to loss of lives and
property.
However, it should not be made an excuse to
suppress every form of protest as it is the
prime duty of every government to protect the
ideals of constitution.

Referencehttps://www.thehindu.com/news/national/shahe
en-bagh-protest-occupying-public-places-forprotests-not-acceptable-sayssc/article32789318.ece#:~:text=The%2013%2Dpa
ge%20judgment%20upheld,be%20in%20designat
ed%20places%20alone.

What is the significance of right to protest?
•

Firstly, Right to protest is an essential element
of democracy to bring about reforms and lead
to the development of the country.
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Mental Health

•

Application- GS Paper-II
Why mental health was in news?
The suicide of the actor Sushant Singh Rajput has
brought to the fore the significance of the mental
health in contemporary times.
•

•

Section 309 of the Indian Penal Code
had criminalized attempted suicide but
this was removed through Mental health
care Act 2017
The Sustainable Development Goals
target 3.4 and 3.5 talks about reducing
mental illness within the population.

What are the issues related to Mental
Health care in India?
•

•

•

•

•

•

Neglected Area: Mental health which forms
the core of our personhood is often neglected
which impeded the development of an
individual to full potential.
Stigmatized: Mental health illness is often
considered as Taboo that leads to reluctance
on part of family members to seek diagnosis &
treatment for the patient
Burden of Demography: According to WHO,
the burden of mental disorders is maximal in
young adults. India being a young country
(nearly 50% of its population below the age of
25) will face increased burden of mental
illness in short term
Major contributor to the burden of illness: An
estimated 150 million people across India are
in need of mental health care interventions,
according to India’s latest National Mental
Health Survey 2015-16.
Disproportionate impact: It is the poor,
dispossessed and marginalised who bear the
greatest burden of mental health problems,
but historically their sufferings are dismissed
as a natural extension of their social and
economic conditions
Post-Treatment gap: There is need for proper
rehabilitation of the mentally ill persons post
his/her treatment which is currently not
present.
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•

•

•

•

Lack of Specialists: Low proportion of mental
health workforce in India (per 100,000
population) include psychiatrists (0.3), nurses
(0.12), psychologists (0.07) and social workers
(0.07)
Dangers of increase in post-COVID order:
Mental health problems, tend to increase
during economic distress leading to reduction
in life-expectancy. This has been described by
Nobel prize winning economist, Angus
Deaton, as “Deaths of Despair”
Prone to abuse: Mentally ill patients are
vulnerable to and usually suffer from drug
abuse, wrongful confinement, even at homes
and mental healthcare facilities which is a
cause of concern and a gross human right
violation.
Affordability issues: Due to inadequate
number of mental health caretakers, such
service if often concentrated in Urban areas
and are also expensive
Needs Unique approach: There is no one-sizefits-all prescription for mental health issues as
they are intimately intertwined with unique,
personal life stories.

How we can overcome the problem?
•

•

•

•

•

•

Awareness: People should be made aware of
significance of mental health, as much as that
of physical health.
Destigmatising the issue: Sharing one’s
story about mental health (through media
campaigns) is the most effective strategy to
reduce stigma attached with mental illness
Community Approach: There is need to
deploy community health workers who, with
appropriate
training
and
supervision,
effectively deliver psychosocial interventions
for the needy
Increase Funding: State governments need
to scale up its psychosocial interventions
through community health workers
Broadening the scope: Mental health care
must embrace the diversity of experiences and
strategies which work, well beyond the narrow
confines of traditional biomedicine with its
emphasis on “doctors, diagnoses and drugs”
Digital initiatives: To help improve rural
India’s mental health through telemedicine,
initiatives like Schizophrenia Research India’s
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•

(SCARF) mobile bus clinic is being run by an
NGO. There is need for scaling up such
initiatives
through
public-private
collaboration to bridge the rural-urban divide
Measures that can be taken at individual level
by people who are suffering from mental
illness
a) Reminding oneself that all of humanity
is goes through tough times
b) Doing something for others, for science
has shown that care-giving and
community service makes life more
meaningful & rewarding
c) Discussing with friends & families
about the issues being faced

What are the Government initiatives to
tackle mental health problem?
1)

National Mental Health Programme:
The Government of India launched the
National Mental Health Programme (NMHP)
in 1982, keeping in view the heavy burden of
mental illness in the community, and the
absolute inadequacy of mental health care
infrastructure in the country to deal with it.
Three main components of NMHP are:
• Treatment of Mentally ill
• Rehabilitation
• Prevention and promotion of
positive mental health.
2) District Mental Health Program: It
envisages provision of basic mental health
care services at the community level. Its
objectives are:
• To provide sustainable basic
mental health services to the
community and to integrate these
services with other health services.
• Early detection and treatment of
patients within the community
itself
• To reduce the stigma of mental
illness through public awareness
• To treat and rehabilitate mental
patients within the community.
3) The Mental Health Care Act 2017: It is an
act to provide for mental healthcare and
services for persons with mental illness and to
protect, promote and fulfill the rights of such
persons during delivery of mental healthcare
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and services and for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto.
4) The National Institute of Mental Health
(NIMH): It is the lead federal agency for
research on mental disorders. NIMH is one of
the 27 Institutes and Centers that make up
the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the
largest biomedical research agency in the
world.
Way Forward•

•

•

•

The biggest problem today is the discovery of
mental illness is often followed by denial and
hesitations to seek help.
Despite its enormous social burden, mental
health today remains a taboo, stigma,
prejudice and fears.
So there is a need to educate people about the
reality that the mental illness is more common
than the people realizes.
It is the society’s responsibility to make people
aware of the mental illness and get people
more talking about it.

Referencehttps://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhr
a-pradesh/pandemic-taking-a-tollon-mentalhealth-expert/article32817378.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/openpage/pandemic-and-mentalhealth/article32123998.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai
/need-to-address-mental-healthissues/article33206020.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/
we-need-community-based-mental-healthservices/article32823113.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/science/early-childhood-stress-and-mentalillness/article32882229.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/howcontent-creation-is-impactinginfluencers/article32811801.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/
ensuring-mental-health-for-all-inindia/article32828473.ece
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Modern Slavery

•

It mentions that Out of 54 countries, only four
engage with business to investigate supply
chains, and all countries report gaps in victim
assistance programs.
Indian Context- It raised the concern that
India had fared the worst in terms of
coordination. It has no national coordinating
body or National Action Plan in place to deal
with modern-day slavery.
a) India, like all other Commonwealth
countries in Asia, had not ratified the
International Labour Organisation’s
2011 Domestic Workers Convention or
the 2014 Forced Labour Protocol.
b) India accounted for one-third of all
child brides in the world.

Application: GS Paper- II and GS paper-III
Why modern slavery was in news?
•

•

Recently, the Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (CHRI) and Walk Free (an
international
anti-slavery
organization)
released a report on slavery.
This report has been published on the
occasion of World Day Against Trafficking in
Persons which falls on 30th July every year.

•

What is Modern Slavery?
•

•

Slavery is defined as situations of
exploitation that a person cannot refuse or
leave because of threats, violence, and
coercion, abuse of power or deception.
Modern forms of slavery can include debt
bondage, where a person is forced to work
for free to pay off a debt, child slavery,
forced marriage, domestic servitude and
forced labour, where victims are made to
work through violence and intimidation.

What are the highlights of the report?
•

•

•

•

It assessed the progress made by
Commonwealth countries on the promises
made in 2018 to end modern slavery by 2030
and achieve the Sustainable Development
Goal of ending forced labour, human
trafficking and child labour.
It mentions that Commonwealth countries
account for about 40% of people living in
conditions of modern slavery in the world and
the 54 nations were found lacking in actions to
eradicate modern slavery by 2030.
It states that the Commonwealth countries
have made little progress towards their
commitment to eradicate modern slavery by
2030, despite an estimated one in every 150
people in the Commonwealth living in
conditions of modern slavery.
It reports that one-third of the Commonwealth
countries had criminalised forced marriage,
while 23 had not criminalised commercial
sexual exploitation of children.
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Constitutional and legal provisions in
India against slavery•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Article 21 provides the Right to Life and
Personal Liberty.
Article 23 of the Constitution prohibits
forced labour.
Article 24 prohibits the employment of
children (below the age of fourteen years)
in factories, etc.
Article 39 directs the State to secure the
health and strength of workers, men and
women, and to see the tender age of
children are not abused and that citizens
are not forced by economic necessity to
enter avocations unsuited to their age or
strength.
Article 42 directs the State to make
provision for securing just and humane
conditions of work and for maternity
relief.
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2013 has
come into force wherein Section 370 of the
Indian Penal Code has been substituted
with Section 370 and 370A IPC which
provide for comprehensive measures to
counter the menace of human trafficking
including trafficking of children for
exploitation in any form including physical
exploitation or any form of sexual
exploitation, slavery, servitude, or the
forced removal of organs.
There are other specific legislations
enacted relating to trafficking in women
and children like Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2006, Bonded
Labour
7827025162
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About the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)
•
•
•

•
•

It is an independent, non-partisan, international non-governmental organisation, headquartered
in New Delhi, working for the practical realisation of human rights across the Commonwealth.
Commonwealth- It is also called the Commonwealth of Nations.
It is a free association of sovereign states comprising the United Kingdom and a number of its
former dependencies who have chosen to maintain ties of friendship and practical cooperation
and who acknowledge the British monarch as symbolic head of their association.
In 1949, the Commonwealth came into being and in 1965 the Commonwealth Secretariat was
established in London to organize and coordinate Commonwealth activities.
Its membership is based on free and equal voluntary cooperation. Presently it has 54 independent
and equal sovereign states. India is a member.

Referencehttps://www.thehindu.com/news/national/commonwealth-countries-lagging-behind-on-action-againstmodern-slavery-says-report/article32233622.ece
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Informal Sector, Platform Workers
and Code on Social Security 2020
Topic

Informal Sector, Platform Workers
and Code on Social Security 2020

Relevance
in UPSCCSE

General Studies-II Paper III-

Keywords

Welfare schemes for vulnerable
sections of the population by the
Centre and States and the
performance of these schemes;
mechanisms, laws, institutions and
Bodies constituted for the protection
and betterment of these vulnerable
sections.

Informal Sector, NSSO, NAS,
Labour Force Survey, Code on
Social Security, Grey Economy,
Unorganised Sector, Gig Economy,
Platform Work

Informal Sector of India
•

•

•

•

A wide majority of Indian workforce is
currently employed in the informal sector.
The Informal Sector, in simple words, can
be defined as the part of economy that is
neither taxed nor monitored by any form
of government. It’s also called Grey
Economy/Unorganised Sector.
National Statistical Survey of India (NSSO)
defines Informal enterprises as all
unincorporated proprietary and
partnership enterprises whereas National
Accounts Statistics (NAS) also include
cooperative societies, trust, private and
limited companies.
As per Periodic Labour Force Survey 201718, about 90.6% of India’s workforce was
informally employed.
In the past few years, the governmental
initiatives like GST, Demonetisation,
Provident Fund reforms, Skill-India, Fixed
Term Contract etc. have helped formalize
this sector up to some extent.
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•

The rise of Pandemic and fall of economy
in the past year has devastated the Indian
markets and it’s expected that formal
enterprises are likely to increase hiring of
informal workers to cut labour costs.

Problems in the Informal Sector
•

•

•

•

•

The Informal Economy tends to employ
lower-skilled and less productive workers.
As a result, workers in formal economy
earn much better.
According to World Bank, the average
informal firm in emerging market and
developing economies is only one-fourth
as productive as average firm operating in
formal sector.
The workforce in the informal sector is
kept away from social service benefits like
Provident Fund, Health Insurance,
maternity leave etc.
The Informal Workforce doesn’t often get
the benefits conferred by the Labour Laws
which can lead to their exploitation.
The government also faces problems as
the tax collection is largely influenced.

Code on Social Security, 2020
Recently, Government of India came up with
Code on Social Security for the first time in Indian
Law and defined ‘Platform Work’ outside the
traditional employment category.
Highlights
•

•

In September 2020, the government
introduced three labour codes on
industrial relations in the Lok Sabha. They
were based on occupational safety, health
and working conditions and social security.
They proposed to simplify the country’s
obsolete labour laws and catalyse the
economic activity without compromising
with the rights and benefits of the
workers.
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•

If implemented well, these labour codes
along with Code on Wages Act 2019 can
have a metamorphic effect on labour
relations in India. These laws can make
the business conduct much easier by
merging state and union labour laws.

•

Provisions of the Code
•

•

•

•

•

The Code on Social Security 2020 is going
to replace nine social security laws,
including the Maternity Benefit Act,
Employees’ Provident Fund Act,
Employees’ Pension Scheme, Employees’
Compensation Act etc.
It universalises social security coverage to
those working in the unorganised sector,
such as migrant workers, gig workers and
platform workers.
According to the code, Aggregators or
digital intermediaries or a market place for
a buyer or users of a service to connect
with the seller or the service provider, are
specifically required to contribute to the
social security fund.
This code will extend social security to
agricultural workers for the first time in
India.
The code also reduces the time limit for
receiving gratuity payment from the
continuous service of five years to one
year for all kinds of employees, including
fixed-term employees, contract labour,
daily and monthly wage workers.

Platform Work and issues related to it
•

The Social Security Code 2020 defines
Platform Work as a work arrangement
outside of a traditional employeremployee relationship in which
organisations or individuals use an online
platform to access other organisations or
individuals to solve specific problems or to
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•

provide specific services or any such other
activities which may be notified by the
Central Government, in exchange for
payment.
Significance:
1. The Platform work promises
workers the flexibility and
ownership over delivery of work.
2. This sector has seen
unprecedented rise amid COVID
Pandemic and is therefore
important for delivery of essential
services.
3. It’s an employment intensive work
which has a lot of potential for
growth.
4. The majority of Platform Workers
are natives of rural areas and
remittances sent by them can help
develop rural economy.
Challenges in Platform Work
o Generally, the pay-outs for the
employees are governed by the
algorithm of the companies which
affects pricing per unit of work, its
allocation and hours.
o If a worker wants to sign up for
platform work like local courier,
ride share, delivery etc., he has to
have a vehicle which average
informal worker can’t afford. So,
the person has to rely on finance
schemes usually facilitated by the
employer itself where they have to
pay a certain part of the salary
every month as an instalment of
the asset. This leads to
dependence of workers on
platform companies, making room
for workplace exploitation.
o Platform Work often leads to
contractualization of workforce.
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o The Platform work also promotes
Gig economy which is a freemarket system filled with
temporary positions of
independent workers for shortterm commitments. After the work
gets done, the workers no longer
continue to work for the company.

Recently, the Competition Commission of India
initiated an inquiry into alleged abuse of dominant
position by Google to promote its payments app called
Google Pay (formerly Google Tez).
Competition Commission of India
•

•

Competition Commission of India and
CCI’s Google Probe
•

Topic

Competition Commission of India
and CCI’s Google Probe

Relevance
in UPSCCSE

General Studies-III Paper-IV- Indian
Economy and issues relating to
planning, mobilization, of resources,
growth, development and
employment.

•

Keywords

Competition Commission of India,
Competition Act 2002, NCLAT,
Raghavan Committee, Google,
Search Bias, Search Manipulation,
in-app purchases.

•

Competition Commission of India (CCI) is the
competition regulating body for Indian
Markets.
CCI is responsible to enforce the Competition
Act, 2002 which was passed in 2003. Even the
CCI was constituted through this Act along
with the Competition Appellate Tribunal as a
judicial body to maintain checks and balances.
AIM: The aim of the Competition Commission
is India is to maintain a competitive
environment in the Indian Economy and
keeping a check on the companies trying to
monopolise the market.
The CCI does its job by engaging proactively
with ask the stakeholders including
government, industries, economic forums and
international trade organisations &
regulators.
CCI consists of A Chairperson and 6 members
appointed directly by the Central
Government.

Competition Act, 2002
Context
The Competition in Markets all over the world is
where two or more companies strive to gain profit by
competing with one another using various tactics.
This practice has a lot of significance as due to this, the
companies try to deliver the best of their services at a
cost lower than their competitors which ultimately
benefits the consumer.
However, sometimes companies, utilising the
favourable conditions, get into unhealthy market
practices and try to monopolize the markets in their
favour. This is always bad for the market as it finally
kills the competitors, ends the competition and
absence of competition is bad for consumer.
Competition Commission of India regulates this
competition in the Indian Market.

•

•

•

Before 2002, Indian Government used to
regulate the competition in the Indian
Economy through Monopolies and
Restrictive Trade Practices Act, 1969 (MRTP
Act).
Citing several loopholes in the legislation, the
government appointed Raghavan Committee
under the Chairmanship if S.V.S. Raghavan in
1999 to advise a new and effective
contemporary competition law to cope up
with the economic developments all over the
world.
The Committee submitted its report and on
the lines of its recommendations, the
Competition Act, 2002 was framed and signed
by the President in 2003.

Why in News?
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•

•

•

•

The Act prohibits anti-competitive
agreements and abuse of dominant position
of enterprises.
It is the regulating legislation for
combinations that include mergers,
acquisitions etc. so that they don’t cause
adverse effects on the competition within
India.
The Act has been amended two times in the
past. Once in 2007 and finally in May 2009
when the Provisions related to anticompetitive agreements were added.
The Indian Government also replaced the
Competition Appellate Tribunal (COMPAT)
with National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) in 2017.

1. Mandatory App for Google Play
Store: If one wants to buy a paid app
or perform in-app purchases, Google
currently mandates that it is to be
done only through Google Play’s
payment system.
2. Exclusion of other Payment Apps: The
Google has excluded various UPI apps
and e-wallets from its payment
options in the Play Store which is an
anti-competition practice.
•

Also, CCI was critical about the. Since about
90% of policy of charging 30% commission on
all app and in-app purchases by Google
downloads are cornered by Google Play Store,
a significant volume of transactions being
processed in the market would thus be
controlled by it.

•

Earlier, there have been two instances where
Google has faced Anti-Trust Probe in India
1. In 2018, Competition Commission of
India fined Google with an amount of
$21 million as it was observed by the
agency that Google misused its
dominant position in the market for
online search through practices
leading to search bias and search
manipulation.
2. In 2019, CCI pulled up Google for
misusing it position in the market to
reduce ability of smart phone
manufacturers to go for alternate
versions of Android OS.

Duties of CCI
•
•
•
•
•

•

To ensure that consumer interests are
protected in the market.
To implement policies listed in the
Competition Act 2002.
To promote fair and constructive competition
in the market.
To prevent the signing and implementation of
anti-competitive deals.
To spread awareness about Competition Act
and its policies among government bodies and
masses.
To collaborate with other government
regulatory bodies and work hard in ensuring
the fair and free practices in the market.

CCI’s Probe into Google
•

•

Google has a humongous presence in Indian
Market with multiple products and services.
Statistics suggest that over 91% of Indian
Mobile Phone users use phones powered by
Android Operating System which is owned by
Google. With such a large user base in India,
the regulating agencies have a tight eye on the
company.
Competition Commission of India pin pointed
two major anti-market practices by Google in
order to promote Google Pay, its payments
app.
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Corruption in India
Topic

Corruption in India
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transparency & accountability
and institutional and other
measures.
Keywords

Prematric Scholarship, Lokpal,
Lokayukta, CVC, GST, Mission Mode
Project, Adjudicating Authority,
Appellate Tribunal, Benami
Property, Transparency
International, Corruption
Perception Index

o

Introduction
•

•

•

•

Corruption can be defined as an act of
wrongful exploitation and dishonesty
undertaken by a person vested with a specific
power, for one’s private gain.
Corruption can happen in numerous ways like
bribery, nepotism, undue influence,
embezzlement, theft etc.
Although corruption has been seen as an
unethical and immoral practice from the
biblical times, India still faces the menace of
corruption leading to grievous consequences.
Successive governments have passed several
legislations and launched many initiatives to
reduce the corruption in India but these acts
haven’t been much effective on the Ground
Zero.

Why in News
Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme Scam
o

o
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The most recent act of corruption that
has been unfurled happened in
Jharkhand and it turned out to be so
big that the administration had to
involve CBI to track the perpetrators.
The Scheme:
▪ The Government of India
launched this scheme in order
to provide financial support to
students hailing from poor
families of minority
communities namely Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs, Parsis, Jains
and Buddhists.

Under the Scheme, the
students (Class 1 to Class 10)
from these communities who
scored more than 50% marks
in their class exams were to
receive financial aid every
year as a support for their
studies.
The Scam:
▪ To facilitate one stop access of
the scheme for all the
students, government created
National Scholarship Portal
(NSP), as Mission Mode
Project (MMP) under Digital
India Campaign, where
students can register
themselves by providing
personal details like ADHAAR
number, Bank account details
etc. to get benefits from
various Scholarship Schemes
▪ Some Schools in collaboration
with corrupt bank officials and
middlemen scammed the
poor students by registering
them on the portal and giving
them just the fraction of
Scholarship.
o The exact figure and extent of the
scam is yet to be figured out but
the government has spent over
1400 crore on the scheme,
nationwide in the year 2019-20
out of which 61 crores was
disbursed to Jharkhand.

Corruption Perception Index (CPI)
•

Prepared every year since 1995 by
Transparency International, a Global Civil
Organisation on the forefront in fight against
corruption, CPI is a composite index that ranks
180 countries all over the world in terms of
public sector corruption, compiling its data
from 13 different Surveys.
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•

•

•

•

CPI has been regarded as an important tool of
perception of corruption and it’s widely used
by international businessmen and analysts.
Along with these 13 surveys, CPI also
considers expert assessments and opinion
polls.
It ranks countries on a scale of 0 (Least
corrupt) to 100 (Highly Corrupt). In 2019,
India slipped two places, from 78 to 80,
scoring 40 out of 100.
The major reason for such a performance as
stated by Transparency International was the
unfair and opaque political financing in India
along with innumerable forms of corrupt
practices prevalent here.
The least corrupt countries in 2019 list are
Denmark (87), New Zealand (87), Finland (86),
Singapore (85) and Switzerland (85).

•

•

•

Key reasons of Corruption in India
•

•

•

Black Money in Political Processes:This
reason has been specifically mentioned by
Transparency International. In India, studies
conclude that candidates end up spending
way more than the specified limit of Rs.70 lakh
for electoral campaigning. On the other hand,
majority income of political parties comes
from unknown sources and the declared
assets of numerous candidates has seen
unexpected rise during successive years. This
expenditure can be seen as an investment
which can be recovered and multiplied after
the candidate comes to power.
Economic Inequality: In India, 1% of people
hold 60% of the total wealth. This massive gap
encourages corruption on both sides. While,
the rich pay off the authorities to get major
economic gains, the poor have to bribe the
officials even for basic needs.
Criminalization of Politics: In Lok Sabha,
according Association of Democratic Reforms
& National Election Watch data, around 30%
of members (162 in number) have criminal
cases against them, out of which, 14% are of
serious nature. 31% members of state
assemblies also have pending cases against
them. Due to the lack of a legislation on this,
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•

many criminals continue to be in a position of
power.
Exploitative Bureaucracy: Scams like CoalGate
Scam, Adarsh Housing Society Scam etc have
revealed that even the protectors of law have
been lured in to the greed for money. If the
people who are supposed to prevent the
corruption become corrupt, the law dies.
Flawed Education System: The Education
System of India has failed miserably in
inculcating ethical values in the youth and the
young. Very little has been done to reinforce
the moral fabric of the country.
Failure of Judicial System: The Judicial System
is responsible for punishing the law offenders
but when it comes to politicians and civil
servants, even the judiciary doesn’t have a
good track record. The Civil Servants and
Politicians are protected under Article 309 and
Article 310 of Indian Constitution due to which
they can’t be prosecuted without government
permission.
Social Evils: In India, the awareness among
poor and marginalised communities is meagre
and the dependence on the government is
high. This comes as an advantage to the
corrupt persons and poor people become easy
targets.

Initiatives taken by Government to curb Corruption
•

Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Act
1988
o This Act was passed to enhance
transparency and accountability of
the government towards the acts
of corruption.
o Under the Act, bribe was listed as
a direct offence and many
definitions and penalties were
modified by the government.
o This Act excluded key elements
from the ambit of criminal
misconduct such as use of illegal
means, abuse of position,
obtaining personal reward by
disregarding public interest etc.
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•

•

Benami Transactions (Prohibition)
Amendment Act 2016
o The Benami Transactions are those
transactions where the name of the
person in whose name the transaction is
done and the name of beneficiary are
different. Similarly in terms of property,
the ownership of property is held by one
person and the payment for purchase is
done by another
o This Act got passed in August 2016 and
the most vital provision was
establishment of an at least 3 member
Adjudicating Authority by Central
Government chaired by a member of
Revenue Service or Income Tax
Department.Any case that comes under
the ambit of this authority will be
decided within an year’s time once it’s
referred.
o Appeals against this authority’s decision
will be taken to Appellate Tribunal at
Delhi.
Central Vigilance Act 2003
o This Act provided for the grant of
statutory status for Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) thereby increasing its
power, reach and functions.
o CVC is a government body, which was
created through a resolution in the
Parliament in 1963, to address corrupt
practices within the government and
make the government better.
o It’s an autonomous body which has
been conferred with special powers to
work independently without any control
from the authorities.
o It’s headed by a Central Vigilance
Commissioner and two Vigilance
Commissioners appointed directly by
the President of India on
recommendation of PM, Minister of
Home Affairs and the leader of
Opposition.
Right to Information Act 2005
o This law was passed to make
disclosure of information, a legal right
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•

•

•

•

•

of public to promote accountability
and transparency.
o Several RTI Activists have used it to
unleash irregularities in government
functioning and figures.
Lokpal and Lokayukta Act 2013
o It was passed after a nationwide protest
against prevalence of corrupt practices in
government. This Act appoints a Lokpal at
Centre and Lokayukta in states to
investigate complaints of corruption
against public servants.
Whistleblower Protection Act 2014
o Due to the lack of protection, there have
been several instances of violence against
activists and many of them have been
murdered.
o This act provides for special protection of
people who report the acts of corruption
or any irregularity in the functioning. The
activists are kept anonymous and are
protected from prosecution
GST
o The GST was a tax reform brought against
corrupt practices like collection of illegal
tax and bribe on border check posts.
o The GST system digitized and simplified
the tax architecture of India, eliminating
the exploitative middlemen.
Promotion E-Governance
The Government has been promoting egovernance to bring more accountability and
transparency in governance. Through this, the
physical interface between centre and states
can be minimised which reduces scope for
incidences of bribery.
Restriction on Cash Donations in Election
The Government also has reduced the limit on
cash donation from 20000 to 2000 so that the
inflow of black money towards political parties
is reduced

Conclusion
Although the reforms have been plenty but their
effect on ground hasn’t been satisfactory. Various
bodies like CVC, CBI, Lokpal, Adjudicating Authority etc
either don’t have power to take concrete steps or they
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succumb to the political pressure. There have been
instances of bribery even to bypass these reforms too.
So, government, rather than bringing new legislations,
should work for reinforcing the existing ones and
keeping a tight check on the corrupt practices within
the government.

•

•

Digital India Initiative and network of
online payment in India
Topic

Digital India Initiative and
network of online payment in
India

Relevance
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General Studies-III Paper-IVIndigenization of technology and
developing new technology.

Keywords
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Bharat Bill Payment Operating Units
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National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
•

•
•

Introduction
The world is developing at a fast pace and India is the
frontrunner in the race among the under-developed
nations. In the past years, major roadblocks in the
economic growth in our country were lack of
connectivity and digitization as the developed
countries were increasing their efficiency through the
vehicle of technology. With the aim of kicking these
roadblocks aside, Government of India came up with
‘Digital India Initiative’.
About Digital India Mission
•

•

This mission was launched in 2015 by the
Government with an objective to include
digital delivery of governmental services and
expansion of internet connectivity to far flung
areas.
The Aim of the initiative was to promote
‘Internet of Things’ approach especially in the
rural sector. The initiative aimed at bridging
the urban-rural gap that has been increasing
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with every passing year and empower the
population of India digitally in the domain of
technology.
Bharat Broadband Network Limited, a
government subsidiary, has been assigned
with the task of promoting the initiative.
The nine major pillars of Digital India Initiative
are Broadband Highways, Universal Access to
Mobile Connectivity, e-Governance, e-Kranti,
IT for Jobs, Electronics Manufacturing,
Information for all, Early Harvest
Programmes and Public Internet Access
Programme.

•

NPCI was established by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) and Indian Banks’ Association
(IBA) in 2008 as an umbrella body for
operating retail payments and settlement
systems in India.
It was created under the provisions of
Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.
Considering the nature of NPCI, it has been
introduced as a not-for-profit organisation
with an intent to provide banking
infrastructure in India for physical and
electronic payments and settlements.
The focus of NPCI is to bring innovation in
retail payment mechanisms through the use
of technology in order to achieve higher
efficiency in operation and expansion of
payment systems.

Services under NPCI
UPI (United Payments Interface)
o UPI is a real-time payment system that
facilitates hassle-free transfer of funds from
one account to another. Users can add
multiple bank accounts and use an UPI app as
a one-stop-shop for banking transactions.
o The best thing about UPI is that it allows
people to exchange funds through a single
mobile application thereby decreasing the
hassle of switching between different apps for
different bank accounts. The Government app
for UPI transactions is called as Bharat
Interface for Money (BHIM-UPI).
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o

According to data released by NPCI, the total
no. of transactions conducted on BHIM-UPI
crossed 2 Billion mark in October 2020.
The main features of UPI are
o Immediate Fund Transfer
o 24x7 Access to accountholders.
o Can be utilized to make payments to
merchants and traders.
o Three-tier security (makes it a safer
option.)

NFS or National Financial Switch
o

o

o

o

With a view to interconnect the ATMs in the
country and to ensure facilitation of troublefree banking to the people, the Institute of
Development and Research in Banking
Technology (IDRBT), Hyderabad
conceptualized, developed and launched
National Financial Switch
It is a banking solution which facilitates
routing of all the ATM transactions through
interconnected bank switches, basically
enabling people to use any ATM for
withdrawal of money, regardless of the bank
they have an account in.
The services offered in NFS network include
cash withdrawal, balance inquiry, PIN change
and mini statement.
It was started in August 2004 with 3 banks
initially but through intensive work, the IDRBT
connected over 2.3 lakh ATMs (as of 2017) in
the country, making it largest number of ATMs
under single network in India.

o

o

o

o

Adhaar enabled Payment Service empowers
bank customer to use Adhaar as his /her
identity to access their respective bank
account (linked with Adhaar) and can perform
basic banking transactions like checking
balance, withdraw/deposit cash etc.
Government has also used AePS in their Direct
Bank Transfer (DBT) scheme wherein they
transferred the benefits of various
government schemes into the ‘Jan Dhan’
Bank Accounts directly linked to the Adhaar of
beneficiaries.
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IMPS or Immediate Payment Service offers
instant 24x7 electronic fund transfer through
banking apps.
It was launched publicly in November 2010
and currently being supported by 53
commercial and 101 rural/urban/district and
cooperative banks with transactions
amounting to roughly $50 billion every
month.
The sender needs to know Name and Account
number of the beneficiary along with Indian
Financial System Code which is a unique code
given to each and every branch of the
participant banks.

NETC (National Electronic Toll Collection)
o

o

o

The NETC is a system that facilitates
electronic payment of toll at various toll
plazas on the highways through the use of
FASTag.
FASTag is a device that employs RFID (Radio
Frequency Identification) technology to make
toll payments directly by scanning a FASTag
(RFID Tag) fixed on the windshield of the
vehicle.
The unique FASTag for every vehicle is
connected to an e-wallet where user can add
money from their bank account. The RFID
Scanner can even scan the tag while the
vehicle is in motion.

NACH (National Automated Clearing House)
o

AePS
o

IMPS (Immediate Payment Service)

There are some payments that need to be
repeated every month such as EMIs or bills. To
make it hassle-free, NPCI came up with NACH
wherein banks can facilitate users with
automatic payment of interbank low value
debit/credit transactions which are repetitive
in nature.

BBPS (Bharat Bill Payment System)
o

BBPS is an RBI mandated payment system
which offers integrated and interoperable bill
payment services to the customers, keeping
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o

o

in mind, the safety, reliability and certainty of
the transactions.
In BBPS, NPCI functions as authorised Bharat
Bill Payment Central Unit (BBPCU) which has
the responsibility to set business standards,
rules, procedures and other requirements.
Further, there are Bharat Bill Payment
Operating Units (BBPOUs) which act as
facilitators of collection of repetitive payments
for everyday utility services like water, gas,
phone, DTH etc.

Financial Inclusion from Indian Perspective
•

•

Challenges and Conclusion
Although India has made tremendous progress in the
field of technology in the past decade but some issues
still haunt the government and act as roadblocks.
Some of them are poor connectivity, the urban-rural
digital divide, regulatory roadblocks due to lack of
clarity in FDI Policies etc.
The Government has to work hard towards addressing
these issues if it wants to make the most of the billions
of rupees of public money in the campaign.

Financial Inclusion and Indian Banking
Association’s 73rd AGM
Topic

Financial Inclusion and Indian Banking
Association’s 73rd AGM

Relevanc
e in
UPSCCSE

General Studies-III Paper IV- Inclusive
growth and issues arising from it.

Keyword
s

IBA, UPI, NABARD, RBI, Direct Bank
Transfer (DBT), Adhaar-enabled
Payment System, Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI), National
Institute of Securities Markets (NISM),
Financial Literacy

•

•

The term Financial Inclusion may be defined
as the process of facilitating access to
financial services and credit services if needed
by vulnerable sections of society like
economically weaker sections, socially
backward communities etc.
In past few decades, successive Indian
government in collaboration with civil society
and regulatory institutions has been working
towards financial inclusion at grassroots level
and financial inclusion has increased
significantly during these years.
However, the poorest-of-the-poor still have
minimal access to such services and
government immediately needs to overcome
several challenges in order to widen the
umbrella of financial inclusion
Some of the important government initiatives
towards financial inclusion can be listed as
follows
o JAM Trinity (A linkage of Jan Dhan
Yojana, Adhaar and Mobile Number)
Through combination of these three,
government intends to use these three
methods of identification in order to
facilitate Direct Bank Transfer (DBT) of
subsidy to poor population. This will
remove intermediaries, reduce the
corruption, exploitation of poor and
extend financial inclusion among the
vulnerable population.
o

Push for Banking Services in Rural Areas
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) along
with National bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NABARD) have kick
started several initiatives to promote
financial inclusion in rural areas. These
initiatives include Issuing Kisan Credit
Cards (KCC), Linkage of Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) with banks, Increasing number of
ATMs, opening of branches in far flung
areas etc.

o

Project Financial Literacy
The Reserve Bank of India has started this
initiative with an objective of imparting

Introduction
For a geographically and demographically diverse
country like India, the major paradigm of economic
growth is the financial inclusion of masses. This is the
prime step towards alleviating poverty, upliftment of
the poor and wellbeing of all the citizens of the
country.
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information regarding general banking
system to Financial Inclusion target groups
like backward classes, rural households,
school going children, urban poor, senior
citizens, defence personnel etc.
o

o

Pocket Money
It is an initiative taken up by Securities
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and
National Institute of Securities Markets
(NISM) with an aim to help school
students in understanding value of money,
importance of saving, investing and
financial planning.
Systems under NPCI
National Payments Corporation of India,
the umbrella body for retail payments and
settlements in India, has initiated several
programs towards increasing financial
inclusion. UPI has made payments simpler
and more secure. Adhaar-enabled
Payment System (AePS) has facilitated
banking services to poor as they can avail
services anytime with their finger prints at
Micro ATMs. NPCI has helped government
to facilitate Direct Bank Transfer (DBT) of
subsidies to poor people.

•

Key Takeaways from IBA’s 73rd Annual General
Meeting
•

Adhaar-seeded Bank Accounts are essential
for DBT of subsidy. It was recommended that
the banks should link each and every
customer’s bank account with customer’s
Aadhaar Number by March 31st, 2021 so that
duplication of bank accounts is stopped.

•

Widening the Financial Inclusion
o In the meeting, it was stated that even
though there are over 42 crore Jan Dhan
Accounts, there is a need to widen the
financial inclusion so banks were told to
extend banking service penetration into
rural India.
o Also, the banks were asked to promote
use of RuPay cards and ensure that every
Indian has them.
o RuPay cards were launched by NPCI as
first-of-its-kind indigenous debit and
credit card payment network of India and
has gone global today.

•

On Bank Mergers
o In the meeting it was stressed that India
still needs large banks like SBI so that large
projects can be financed easily.
o The Amalgamation must not just remain
an exercise and should now become a
mechanism of growth so that every
finance need from every other sector can
be fulfilled.
o India currently has 500-600 banks in total
as compared to USA which has 26000
banks with one-fourth of population
serve.

About Indian Banks’ Association
•

•

•

•

•

IBA, now based in Mumbai, was established in
1946 as a representative body of
management of banking in India and.
The Aim behind establishment of IBA was to
develop, coordinate and strengthen Indian
Banking System and assist member banks in
numerous ways so that inclusive growth is
achieved.
When it was started, IBA had 22 member
banks in 1946 and it currently represents 237
banks in India.
Recently, the Managing Committee of Indian
Banks’ Association elected Rajkiran Rai G., the
CEO and MD of Union Bank of India as the
Chairman of the Association.
The EASE (Enhanced Access and Service
Excellence) Reforms Agenda which was
launched in Jan 2018 was commissioned by
IBA.
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Recently, IBA concluded its 73rd Annual
General Meeting through video conferencing
due to outbreak of COVID-19 Pandemic where
Finance Minister of India suggested banks to
bring new reforms and implement the
existing ones in a timely manner.
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•

Lending was also a hot topic in the meeting
and banks were told not to shy away from
giving out loans. Since economy is struggling
to keep up, the banks need to make robust
risk management mechanisms instead of
avoiding lending, which is their principal
business.
Encouragement of Digitization was also
stressed on in the meet. It was recommended
that the Unified Payments Interface (UPI)
should be encourage in every bank. UPI is a
unified one stop shop platform which merges
all the bank accounts and allows a person to
avail multiple services of multiple accounts on
a single mobile application. Also, banks were
told to discourage non-digital payments.

OTT Platforms and the recent
regulations
Topic

OTT Platforms and the recent
regulations

Relevance
in UPSCCSE

General Studies III- Paper IVAwareness in the fields of IT

Keywords

OTT, IAMAI, DCCC, PCI, NBSA, EMMC,
CBFC, ASCI, Artificial Intelligence,
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting

•

•

Why in News
The OTT Platforms were performing well but
there was still no official regulatory body that
had the power to regulate the content. The
self-regulation idea wasn’t satisfactory for the
people and the government too. So, in
November 2020, the Government decided to
bring all the OTT platforms and their content
under the ambit of Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting.
OTT Scene in India
•

•

Introduction to OTT
•

•

•

OTT or Over-the-Top Platforms are basically
video streaming and hosting platforms which
started as content streaming launch pads but
have evolved into a rostrum for production
and release of movies, short films,
documentaries and web series.
The prominent OTT platforms in India include
Amazon Prime Video, Netflix, Zee5, ALTBalaji,
Hotstar, MX Player etc.
The OTT Platforms offer a wide range of video
content and Artificial Intelligence (AI) is used
to recommend users about best content
based on their interests.
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These platforms mostly used to acquire the
content but during the past couple of years,
there has been heavy investment by these
platforms into ‘Originals’ (indigenous
production).
Though initially free of cost, the evolution of
OTT platforms has brought ‘subscription
model’ where a subscriber has to pay
monthly/yearly fee to view the content.

•

•

PwC, multinational professional services
network of firms, has analysed that India is
currently the fastest growing OTT market in
the world and will most likely become sixth
largest in the world by 2024 with an expected
revenue of $55 Billion @ growth rate of 10.1%
per annum.
In past few years, some of the content that
was being published on these platforms was
facing severe backlash with some calling it
obscene, anti-national, religiously derogatory
etc.
Facing the opposition, 15 major OTT platforms
including Netflix, Hotstar, Prime Video, Eros
Now, Shemaroo etc. decided to sign a selfregulation code in which there were set
guidelines on the basis of which the content
will be created and curated.
According to these guidelines, there was a
prohibition of five types of content
o

Content that deliberately and
maliciously disrespects the national
emblem or national flag.

o

Any visual or story line that promotes
child pornography.
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•

•

o

Any content that “maliciously” intends
to outrage religious sentiments.

o

Content that “deliberately and
maliciously” promotes or encourages
terrorism.

o

Any content that has been banned for
exhibition or distribution by law or
court.

The Government, however, refused to support
these guidelines and expressed displeasure
over the recommendations of Internet and
Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) and
Digital Curated Content Complaints Council
(DCCC).
Further, the government stated that the
recommended model lacked the
independence in monitoring and didn’t have a
defined code of ethics to suspend the
broadcast of questionable content.

manifold recently and anything broadcasted
on digital media has far reaching effects. Now
there is a need for having proper oversight
and framework for online news and content.
Important Bodies regulating the Media &
Entertainment Industry
•

Press Council of India (PCI) was formed under
Press Council Act 1978 as a statutory, quasijudicial body to act as a watchdog of the press.
The prime function of the PCI is to adjudicate
complaints by press or against it for violation
of press freedom or ethics.

•

News Broadcasting Standards Authority
(NBSA) is an independent body set up by the
News Broadcasters Association (NBA) to
adjudicate and address complaints about the
news broadcasts on the televisions.
Electronic Media Monitoring Centre (EMMC)
was set up as a subordinate office of Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting with an aim
to monitor the content being broadcasted on
television channels and to flag and report
violations of ‘Program Code’ and ‘Advertising
Code’.
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) is a
statutory body in the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting which regulates the public
exhibition of films under Cinematograph Act
1952. The body issues a certificate after
reviewing the content and recommending cuts
(if applicable) and it’s only after this
certification that the film is released. It was
earlier called Central Board of Film Censors
and was renamed in 1983.
Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI)
is a self-regulatory voluntary organisation
which was established in 1985 to regulate the
advertising in India and protect the consumer
interests.
IAMAI or Internet and Mobile Association of
India is a not-for-profit body with a mandate
to expand and enhance online and mobile
value added services. Its registered under
Societies Registration Act 1860.

•

The Content Regulation Issue
•

•

•

•

•

Although OTT platforms came under the legal
framework Information and Technology Act
2000 and had to follow it but they weren’t
under any ministry directly.
The Government Order says that the
Digital/Online Media including ‘films and
audio-visual programs made available by
online content providers’ and ‘news and
current affairs on online platforms’ will now
come under ambit of Ministry of Information
& Technology.
As of now, the government hasn’t released
any guidelines about how it’ll regulate the
content but it’s expected that they’ll frame
the guidelines similar to the ‘Program Code’
which is to be followed by the TV content
creators.
When the implementation is complete, the
OTT platforms will have to apply for
certification before the ministry and the
content could only be released once the
certification process is completed.
Reason behind the order: The Prime reason
behind government passing this order is that
the viewership in digital media has increased
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DCCC or Digital Curated Content Complaints
Council is a non-government body created by
Online Curated Content Providers (OCCP) in
February 2020 to empower consumers to
make informed choices on viewing content
over OTT Platforms and provide them with a
complaint redressal framework.

•

•

Conclusion and Way Forward
The main thing that both the Government and the
Online Content Creators want on OTT platforms is
quality content free from questionable content. On
one hand, the content creators should keep in mind
not to make content that hurts anyone’s sentiments
and not to promote negative behaviour through their
content and on the other hand, government must give
some level of liberty to the creators so that they can
be blunt while portraying a character.
The need of the hour is the Digital Awareness among
the viewers. The viewers must be made aware of the
impacts of watching a particular film/video. Other
thing that’s important is to spread awareness about
the responsibility of the viewers. There is an ocean of
adult rated content on the web and people must be
made aware not to let the underage view that
content.

•

•

These are institutionalized measures to be taken
when air quality deteriorates, hence works only as
an emergency measure.
GRAP includes the measures which will be taken
by different government agencies to prevent
worsening of Air Quality of Delhi-NCR and prevent
PM10 and PM2.5 levels to go beyond the
‘moderate’ national Air Quality Index (AQI)
category.
If air quality reaches the severe+ stage, GRAP talks
about shutting down schools and implementing
the odd-even road-space rationing scheme.
The plan requires action and coordination among
13 different agencies in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Rajasthan (NCR areas)

As such, the plan does not include action by various
state governments to be taken throughout the year to
tackle industrial, vehicular and combustion emissions.

Graded Response Action Plan
Application: GS Paper-2 and GS Paper- 3
Why GRAP was in news?
Recently, Environment Pollution (Prevention &
Control) Authority (EPCA) has directed Delhi and
neighboring States to implement air pollution control
measures under very poor and severe category air
quality of the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP)
from 15th October 2020.
What is GRAP (Graded Response Action Plan)?
•

•

The action plan which was formulated in 2016 and
notified in 2017 for Delhi and the National Capital
Region (NCR).
The plan was formulated after several meetings
were held by Environment Pollution (Prevention
and Control) Authority (EPCA) with state
government representatives and experts.
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Image Credit: Hindustantimes
What constitutes essential items?
The essential services include health care facilities,
elevators, railway services, Delhi Metro, airports
and interstate bus terminals and the data center
run by the National Informatics Centre. The DPCC
also directed power companies to ensure an
uninterrupted power supply to the consumers.
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What about industries?
•

•

Industries, particularly in the Red and Orange
category, will provide an undertaking that they
will use only authorized fuel and will not operate
without adequate pollution control measures.
Authorities categorize industries according to
pollution index scores worked out based on the
emissions, effluents, hazardous wastes generated
and consumption of resources.
Image Credit: Times of India

Severe+ or Emergency- (PM
2.5 over 300 µg/cubic
meter or PM10 over 500
µg/cu. m. for 48+ hours)
• Stop entry of trucks
into Delhi (except
essential
commodities).
• Stop
construction
work.
• Introduce
odd/even
scheme for private
vehicles and minimize
exemptions.
• Task Force to decide
any additional steps
including shutting of
schools.
Very Poor- (PM2.5 121-250
µg/cu. m. or PM10 351-430
µg/cu. m.)
• Stop use of diesel
generator sets.
• Enhance parking fee by
3-4 times.
• Increase
bus
and
Metro services.
• Apartment owners to
discourage
burning
fires in winter by
providing
electric
heaters during winter.
• Advisories to people
with respiratory and
cardiac conditions to
restrict
outdoor
movement.

Severe- (PM 2.5 over 250
µg/cu. m. or PM10 over 430
µg/cu. m.)
• Close brick kilns, hot mix
plants, stone crushers.
• Maximize
power
generation from natural
gas to reduce generation
from coal.
• Encourage
public
transport,
with
differential rates.
• More
frequent
mechanized cleaning of
road and sprinkling of
water.

Moderate to poor- (PM2.5
61-120 µg/cu. m. or PM10
101-350 µg/cu. m.)
• Heavy fines for garbage
burning.
• Close/enforce pollution
control regulations in
brick
kilns
and
industries.
• Mechanized sweeping
on roads with heavy
traffic
and
water
sprinkling.
• Strictly enforce ban on
firecrackers.

Why there is the need of GRAP in Delhi?
•

•

•

What is Environment Pollution Control
Authority?
•
•

It was notified in 1998 under the
Environment Protection Act, 1986.
EPCA is a Supreme Court mandated body
tasked with taking various measures to tackle
air pollution in the National Capital Region.

How GRAP has helped?
•
•

•
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Stubble Burning: It is a traditional practice in
Punjab and Haryana to clean off the rice
chaff to prepare the fields for winter sowing.
Shifting of Jet Stream: The southward shift of
subtropical jet stream happens causing a
westward wind pattern in the northern part
of India and thus there is the spread of
pollutants.
Stagnant Lower Level Winds: As the winter
season sets in, dust particles and pollutants
in the air become unable to move. Due to
stagnant lower level winds, pollutants get
locked in the air and affect weather
conditions, resulting in smog.

The biggest success of GRAP has been in fixing
accountability and deadlines.
For each action to be taken under a particular air
quality category, executing agencies are clearly
marked.
In a territory like Delhi, where a multiplicity of
authorities has been a long-standing impediment
to effective governance, this step made a crucial
difference.
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Way Forward
•

•

The economy is already under stress postlockdown so the combined effort is to ensure that
there is no further disruption.
Pollution will make Covid-19 “more dangerous”
and therefore, there must be zero-tolerance for
air pollution during this period, as it will come at
“huge human health cost”.

•

Referencehttps://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explaine
d-what-is-grap-delhi-ncrs-action-plan-as-air-pollutionincreases-6719746/

•

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/grapto-kick-in-with-covid-crisis-in-the-air/storyofftFn4eAdRvCo93nVZbKP.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/what-isgraded-response-action-plan-or-grap-which-comesinto-effect-from-thursday/what-isgrap/slideshow/78680421.cms

Start-up India
•

https://cpcb.nic.in/graded-response-action-plan-fordelhi-ncr/

Start-up India and Government Initiatives
to promote Start-ups
in India
Topic
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•

•

•

Introduction
•

A start-up can be defined as a small, initially
financed, business operated by a handful of
entrepreneurs or an individual founder where
the company provides a unique product or
service to the market.
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Start-ups in India have seen massive growth in
past few years and today, Indian Start-up
ecosystem is third largest in the world with
around 28000 start-ups in operation (as of Feb
2020) and the investors investing heavily in
these businesses.
The Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DIPTT) which comes under
the umbrella of Ministry of Industry and
Finance is responsible for promotion and
organisation of these small businesses.
The strongest boon of the start-up ecosystem
is that it provides a livelihood opportunity to
the young entrepreneurs and generates
employment for the unemployed youth as
well. At a time when unemployment is one of
the most pressing issues in the country, startups are a blessing.

•

The Start-up India is undoubtedly one of the
biggest successes of the Government of India
in the last five years. The focus on ease of
doing business and government initiatives
have created a healthy business atmosphere
in India.
The Start-up India was announced by the
government in 2015 on the Independence Day
as an initiative to develop over 75 start-up
support hubs across the country.
Aim:
• To support the start-ups in India by
providing hassle free bank finances.
• To end restrictive practices in
administration like License Raj, Land
Clearances, Environmental Clearances,
Foreign Investment Proposals etc.
Pillars of Start-Up India Initiative:
o Supporting and incentivising various startups in the country.
o To provide Industry-Academia Partnership
and Incubation.
o Simplification and Handholding.
Key Plus Points of Start-up India:
o Encouragement of entrepreneurship in
India and Promotion of India as a hub for
Start-ups.
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o
o
o

o
o

Targeting over 5 lakh schools with
involvement of over 10 lakh students in
innovation-related programs.
Fast track patent approval with reduced
registration costs.
Protection of IPR (Intellectual Property
Rights) of the small businesses.
Creation of ‘Fund of Funds’ of Rs 10,000
crore corpus to ensure support to the
start-ups. Through these funds, the
government will invest in capital of SEBI
Registered Venture funds.
3 year exemption of income tax on profits
earned by Start-ups.
Creation of multiple incubators across
the country in Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) in order to help the innovators to
materialise their ideas.

Schemes and Initiatives to promote Start-Ups in India
Atal Innovation Mission
o

o

o

o

The idea of AIM was flouted by NITI Aayog, the
national Think Tank, and it was launched by the
Government of India in 2016 with an aim to create
world class innovation and entrepreneurial
ecosystem in India by linking various start-up
initiatives together to ensure that they inspire,
enable and create a nation of innovators and job
creators of the future.
Under the mission, government announced
establishment of Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs) in
schools across India.
With an investment of one-time establishment
cost of 10 lakhs and further operational cost of Rs
10 lakh more, the government aims to develop
innovation, curiosity, creativity and imagination
among the young minds of the nation.
Significance of ATLs:
1. With rapid evolution of technologies all
around the globe, Indian minds need to
catch up with the young generation of
more developed countries. There is urgent
need for empowering our youth to take
interest in the skills of the ‘modern world’.
2. These Labs will work as the promoters of
the spirit of entrepreneurship and help
the youth of India to develop a scientific
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o

temper, which also happens to be our
fundamental duty under Constitution of
India.
In 2019, AIM and global tech giant Adobe signed a
Statement of Intent (SOI) to collectively start a
wave of digital literacy and develop creative skills
across all ATLs in India.

GYTI Awards
o

o

To promote start-ups and create a sense of
competition among existing ones, Union Minister
of Science and Technology recently announced
Gandhian Young Technological Innovation
Awards.
The GYTI Awards will constitute two categories of
awards:
1. SITARE-GYTI (Students Innovations for
Advancement of Research ExplorationsGandhian Young Technological Innovation):
o This Award will be given to most
promising technologies by students in
life sciences, biotechnology,
agriculture, medical devices etc.
o The Award will be presented by The
Biotechnology Industry Research
Assistance Council (BIRAC), a public
sector enterprise, set up by the
Department of Biotechnology (DBT).
2. SRISTI-GYTI (Society for Research and
Initiatives for Sustainable Technological
Innovations-Gandhian Young Technological
Innovation):
o This award will be conferred every
year to the students in other
engineering disciples except for ones
covered by SITARE-GYTI.
o The Award will be presented by
Society for Research and Initiatives for
Sustainable Technological Innovations
(SRISTI), a developmental voluntary
organisation.
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Encouraging Youth for Undertaking Innovative
Research through Vibrant Acceleration (E-Yuva)
•

•

•

E-Yuva has been organised to involve
various universities and tech colleges to
act as a mentor for the development of a
network of student entrepreneurs all
over India.
Aim: To promote a culture of applied
research and need-oriented (societal or
industry) entrepreneurial innovation
among young students and researchers.
The scheme’s objective is to fulfil this aim
by providing fellowship, pre-incubation
and mentoring support to the students
under two categories
a. BIRAC’s (Biotechnology Industry
Research Assistance Council’s)
Innovation Fellows (for postgraduates
and above).
b. BIRAC’s E-Yuva Fellows (for
undergraduate students)

BioRAC (Biologically-inspired Resilient Autonomic
Cloud)
•

•

•

The BioRAC is a security solution for the
entrepreneurs to help them against cyberattacks.
BioRAC employs biologically inspired
techniques and multi-level redundancy
techniques to increase attack and
exploitation resilience in cloud
computing.
It’ll help entrepreneurial start-ups in
minimising the impacts if they suffer a
cyber-attack.

Biotechnology Ignition Grant Scheme
•

•

Through this scheme, the government
strategizes to support numerous exciting
ideas from research institutes, scientist
entrepreneurs, academia and start-ups which
have an unmet need for funding and
mentorship.
It is the largest early-stage biotech funding
programme in India with the funding grant of
up to Rs. 5 million to best in class innovative

51

ideas to build and refine the idea to proof-ofconcept.
Conclusion
The Start-Up India has been one of the most
successful initiatives of the government of India in
past few years as it has helped thousands of youth to
generate income for themselves and employment for
others. During the pandemic, several start-ups have
boomed their businesses but on the other hand
numerous of them have been pushed on the brink of
bankruptcy. The government has announced many
measures like collateral free loans for MSMEs,
extension of loan moratorium etc.
These start-ups are the future of India and are
currently facing survival tests. If majority of them, with
the help of the government, survive this time, they
can make the dream of $5 trillion economy, a reality
by 2025.

Telecom Sector of India
Topic

Telecom Sector of India

Relevance
in UPSCCSE
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Keywords

TRAI, Telecom Disputes Settlement
Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT), Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India Act,
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Introduction
•

•

•

The Telecom Sector in India is the second
largest in the world telecommunications
market with over 1151 million wireless
subscribers.
Telecom Sector contributes around 6% of the
total GDP of the country and the analysts
predict this figure to go up in coming years.
The growth in technology from 1st Generation
(1G) to 4th Generation (4G) during past years
has resulted in booming of telecom sector in
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•

•

terms of usage, usability space, provision of
high-speed internet etc. This boom is
predicted to continue as the 5th Generation is
on the cards and will probably be launched in
the end of 2021.
Currently, the telecom operators are paying
astonishing 30% of their revenues in taxes
and levies for spectrum licenses and
operational license fees.
The Indian Telecom Sector is presently being
regulated by Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI).

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
•

•

•

•

TRAI was set up as a statutory body to
regulate telecommunications sector by
Government of India under Section 3 of the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act,
1997.
The idea behind setting up an independent
body for Telecom sector was to create a
suitable environment for growth of
telecommunication market in India and help
India to compete with the global telecom
operating companies.
The TRAI has a Chairman along with two fulltime and not more than two part-time
members, all appointed by the Government of
India. Only the persons who have previously
served as Secretary/Additional Secretary
under Union/State Government and
possessing special knowledge of the sector
can be nominated as members of TRAI.
As Indian Telecom Sector was facing several
challenges and there was a lack of functional
clarity, the government thought of organising
a dispute settlement mechanism in the
country. As a result, Telecom Disputes
Settlement Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) was
setup in 2000 under an amendment to
previous Act.

Challenges faced by Telecom Sector in India
•

The Spectrum
o The mobile operators require a
spectrum to provide telecom services
to subscribers and enhance the
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performance. As compared to
developed economies, India lags
behind in the availability of the
spectrum.
o The sky-rocketing cost of the
spectrum in India’s spectrum auction
process also forces the telecom
companies to raise prices for their
services.
o Furthermore, the situation is further
worsened as India’s defence services
and ISRO are demanding reservation
in the spectrum which could lead to
push back for launch of 5G services in
India.
Lack of Infrastructure
o If the operators plan to expand their
networks to rural/semi-rural regions
of the country, the initial fixed cost is
humongous.
o The reasons for this is the lack of basic
infrastructure like roads, power lines
etc., low literacy rate, lack of required
skills in rural population.
Lack of Fixed Line Penetration
o Fixed line Network is the web of
telephone lines travelling through
metal/optical wires nationwide.
o As compared to developed countries,
the fixed line penetration in India is
quite low. The towers in India that are
connected to fibre networks is 25% as
compared to over 70% in developed
economies.
Delayed rollout of innovative products
and services
o The government policies and
regulations aren’t that liberal as
developed countries and has created
an unfavourable environment.

Licencing Regime in India
•

The Indian Telegraph Act 1885 and the Indian
Wireless Telegraph Act 1933 are the tools of
governance in terms of grant of telecom
licenses.
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According to these Acts, the Central
Government has the exclusive authority to
establish, maintain, and work out telegraphs,
and wireless telegraphy equipment, and to
grant licenses for such activities.
The 1885 IT Act defines “Telegraph” as any
appliance, instrument, material or apparatus
used or capable of use for transmission or
reception of signs, signals, writing, images and
sounds or intelligence of any nature by wire,
visual or other electromagnetic emissions,
Radio waves or Hertzian waves, galvanic,
electric or magnetic means.
In November 2003, a new Licensing regime
called Unified Access Service License (UASL)
was introduced which permitted an access
service provider to offer both fixed and/or
mobile services under the same licence, using
any technology. It came into being in 2013.
In June 2012, the National Telecom Policy was
issued with the aim to simplify the licensing
framework, and to strive for the creation of
One Nation-One License across services and
service areas.

FDI in Telecom
•
•

•

FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) up to 100% is
allowed in Telecom Services Sector.
Out of this, 49% can be through automatic
route whereas remaining 51% can be done
through government route subject to
observance of licensing and security
conditions by the licensee as well as investors
as notified by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) from time to time.
The responsibility for providing approval for
the 51% share is with Foreign Investment
Promotion Board (FIPB) and Government’s
consolidated FDI Policy

Conclusion
As Telecom sector is very crucial for the ‘Digital India’
initiative and will play a key role in bringing next wave
of digitalization, the government should actively
facilitate shared infrastructure with new policies and
legislations. Tax relaxations and consortiums for
network development and management are the other
solutions that can be implemented by the
government.

Differential Licensing in Telecom Sector of India
•

•

•

In May 2019, the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) stated that the
National Digital Communications Policy 2018,
under its ‘Propel India’ mission, has a vision of
reforming the licensing and regulatory
regime to fast track the investments and
innovation and promote Ease of Doing
Business.
Enabling unbundling of different layers
through differential licensing is one of the
action plans for fulfilling the strategy.
For that, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) was requested to furnish
recommendations and seek stakeholders’
(telecom operators) inputs on possible
benefits and measures.

Although it’s a far-sighted idea, various telecom
operators have collectively opposed the move to
introduce differential licensing via unbundling of various
layers (infrastructure, network, services, and application
layer).
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